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In brief

USD mourns the loss of recent alumnus

Kate Sullivan

Natalie Zanzucchi
Editor in Chief

Chief Copy Editor

PRIDE
speaker
for "Coming Out
Week"
Yesterday,
USD
alum Todd Gloria
and District Director
for Congresswoman
Susan Davis spoke to
the USD community
on subjects that affect
the gay, lesbian, bi
sexual, transgendered,
and allied community
in San Diego and at
USD.
Specifically,
Gloria addressed his
experience as a gay
man in the San Diego
political arena.
Multicultural Night
sponsored by UF
Tonight, from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. in UC
Forum AB, United
Front will be hosting
its annual multicul
tural night. The event
will feature profes
sional and student
performers as well as
food from all differ
ent parts of the world.
Admission is free.
San Diego Asian
Film Festival Opens
Tonight, the San
Diego Asian Film
Festival
Premiers
Ham Tran's "Journey
From the Fall" at 7
p.m. at Mission Val
ley Ultra Star Theater
at Hazard Center, off
of Friars Rd. Films
will be running until
Oct. 19. Ticket prices
range from & $7-$15.
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Daniel Lee Burkett
III, recent USD alum
nus, died last Fri., Oct. 6
in a boating accident in
Lake Oroville, Calif. Bur
kett, 22, had just gradu
ated from USD in May of
2006 and was working as
a Program Cost and Con
trol Analyst for Raytheon
in San Diego.
As a member of the
USD campus community,
Burkett was actively in
volved with Alcala Club,
Delta Tau Delta fraternity,
intramural soccer, Omicron Delta Epsilon (the
economics honors soci
ety) and with the business
school as an undergradu
ate business and econom
ics major with an infosystems technology minor.
"I will always remem-

PH0T0 COURTESY OF MARCUS GARCIA

Daniel Lee Burkett III graduated from USD in IVlay
2006 and passed away Oct. 6.

ber Danny for his brilliance, his leadership and
his brotherhood," Scott

TBI promotes economic
opportunities in Mexico
Vanessa Guzman
Managing Editor
The population of
Mexico is 107 mil
lion as of 2006 and the
country's GDP stands
at $1,067 trillion. About
40 percent of the Mexi
can population earns less
than $5 a day and about
20 percent earn below
$ 1 a day. The unemploy
ment rate is currently at
1.6 percent in Mexico
according to 2005 and
2006 estimates from CIA
World Factbook. Conse
quently, it is no surprise
that these economic con
ditions have lead many
Mexicans to seek better
opportunities in the US
and elsewhere.
In order to address mi
gration, development and
the relationship between
the two, USD's TransBorder Insitute hosted
a 2-day conference last
week titled "promoting
economic opportunities
in Mexico and the bor
der region," which was

sponsored by Bank of
America.
The
conference
worked toward concen
trating on "deeper un
derlying factors that con
tribute to undocumented
migration" and to bring
ing to light US-Mexican
border issues regarding
"policy changes related
to urbanization, educa
tion and workforce de
velopment and other
challenges related to
Mexico's uneven eco
nomic development," ac
cording to TBI Director,
David Shirk..
Students and mem
bers from the community
were invited to a keynote
address on the first day
titled "the challenge of
development in the USMexican context" by
Jorge Castaneda, former
foreign minister of Mex
ico and currently NYU's
global
distinguished
professor of Politics and
See Conference, page

Chesrown, President of
Delta Tau Delta, said,
"He took leadership roles

within the pledge class heart of anyone I know,
and always seemed to be the kindest soul, an im
the guy who kept the oth measurable amount of in
tegrity and gave the most
er pledges on track."
Burkett's role in his comforting hug," Jenna
fraternity is one his broth Biagini, USD alumna
ers hold in high esteem. 2005, said.
Beyond his role as
"Danny Burkett defined
a fraternity brother," Jeff a friend and fraternity
Piatt, senior, said. "Ev brother, Danny is remem
eryone that knew Danny bered for his contribution
to the numerous academ
is a better person for it."
Burkett's younger fra ic clubs he belonged to on
ternity brothers remember campus.
"It was such a pleasure
him as the "big brother"
they could always turn to. getting to know Danny
"Danny Burkett was one and work with him over
of a kind," Phil Korkis, the course of his four
senior, said. "He was ex years at USD. When he
tremely influential in the interviewed for the Alcala
chapter and was looked Club during his fresh
up to by many under man year, he expemplified all the characteristics
classmen."
His friends remember we were looking for in a
him as someone who put member. Danny had cha
others first and made sure risma, integrity, compas
to let them know he was sion and was truly genuthere for them.
See Burkett, page 4
"He had the biggest

Application numbers
up from last year
Laura Longobardi
News Editor
It may seem like there
were more freshmen on
campus the first week of
school, but the incoming
freshman class remains
around 1,100 students.
However, the number of
applications were up.
Last year, there were
just over 10,000 appli
cants for USD's gradu
ating class of 2010 ac
cording to the website
for Institutional Re
search and Planning.
The graduating class
of 2009 is about the
same size - 1,100 stu
dents - but only about
7,800 applicants. Ac
cording to the Insti
tutional Research and
Planning website, of
the 4,630 students ac
cepted to the University
for the graduating class
of 2010, 1,106 are cur
rently enrolled.

GRAPH BY ASHTON TESKE

There have gradually been more applicants for the
incoming freshmen classes over the course of the
last four years.

Some of the top still admitting the same
schools in the country number of students has
only had approximately changed the acceptance
a ten to fifteen percent rate.
This year, USD's ac
increase over last year
compared to USD's ceptance rate was 46%,
which classifies the
28% increase.
In addition, the in school as selective.
creased number of appli
cants to USD combined See Application, page
with the fact that USD is . . . . . . .
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ment to enforce this law.
Bus crash in Guatemala
leaves 42 dead
A passenger bus
crashed in Chiantla,
north-west of Guatemala
City. Rescue teams said
the bus rolled down a 300
foot embankment.
Forty-two people died
and several survivors
were found and trans
ported to hospitals.
Officials are blaming
the poor weather condi
tions for the accident.
The weather also made
the rescue difficult.

Sources: BBC, CNN
60 bodies found in
Laura Longobardi
Baghdad
rounded the presidential
News Editor
The bodies of sixty office in Taiwan to en
men were found scattered courage President Chen
North Korea tests across the city of Bagh Shui-bian to resign.
dad, according to officials
The protestors wore
nuclear weapons
As of Wednesday, from defence and interior red shirts to demonstrate
North Korea said that ministry.
their anger over the cor
Many
of
the
bodies
ruption
in the govern
it will continue to test
had
been
shot
in
the
head
ment.
nuclear weapons if
The protestors were
the U.S. maintains its while their hands and feet
are bound, execution- peaceful and police kept
hostile relations.
On Monday, North style. There were also the crowd away from
the area where the gov
Korea tested its nucle sings of torture.
Also on Tuesday, a car ernment officials were
ar weapons, despite
strong opposition from bomb in Baghdad explod gathered.
This takes place on Hostilities over mines
world leaders, includ ed, killing 11 people.
Taiwan's National Day.
ing China, who is one
ends in new Bolivian
of North Korea's stron Nigerian oil station
minister of mines
seized
India tightens labor
gest allies.
Friday, President Evo
Sixty workers were laws
The United Nations
Morales became the min
A new law passed in ister of mines and also
is currently creating kidnapped when one of
a draft resolution that Shell's flow stations in India bans children who became the head of the
will determine puni the Nigerian Delta region are under the age of 14 state mining company.
was seized.
from working as domes
tive actions.
Two rival bands of
Security sources said tic servants or recreation miners stopped their
The U.S. said it would
not rule out force, that the seizure of the oil al centers, like hotels.
fighting , which began
People who break this Thursday. The fighting
however other coun station is associated with
tries, such as South a local dispute between new law could be sen was over access to some
Korea and China, have the oil company and the tenced to two years in of Bolivia's richest de
prison.
both announced that local community.
posits.
There were no casual
This new law could af
they would not sup
The groups had re
fect between 225,000 and ported to using guns and
port a resolution using ties.
20 million children.
any type of force, and
dynamite.
Children's rights activ
prefer a diplomatic Citizens ask Taiwanese
president to step down
ists are skeptical about Twelve people survive
solution.
Demonstrators sur- the ability of the govern plane crash in Norway

Four people
were killed Tues
day morning when
a charter plane skid
ded off the runway
and burst into flames
in Oslo.
The cause of the
accident has not
been determined.
The accident hap
pened on an airport
built on a fjord.
Twelve survivors
have been found and
one person is still
unaccounted for.
Aid workers at
tacked in the Su
dan
Four workers
from Medecins Sans
Frontieres were at
tacked by 12 men .
The attackers
said they didn't want
any foreigners in the
area.
There have been
an increasing num
ber of similar attacks
in recent months.
These attacks have
been limiting hu
manitarian access.
These hostilities
follow a peace deal
signed by one of
three rebel groups
in May.
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The Vista publication is written and edited by
USD students and funded by revenues generated
by advertising and a student fee. Advertising
material published is for information purposes
only and is not to be construed as an expressed
or implied endorsement or verification of such
commercial venues by the staff or University. The
Vista office is located in the lower level of the
University Center, room 114B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
The Vista
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego. CA 92110
The first copies of the newspaper are complimen
tary, all copies thereafter are 25 cents charge.
Opinions expressed in The Vista other than
unsigned editorials are the opinions of the writers
or columnists and not necessarily those of The
Vista staff.
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The Vista
office. Letters should be limited to 300 words and
must be signed. For identification purposes, USD
identification numbers and writer's year musj be
included in the letter. The Vista reserves the right
to edit published letters. Any content sent to the
editor will be considered for publication unless
otherwise stated.

Build your resume,
receive upper
division credit,
become a guest writer,
distribution editor or
editorial assistant.
Stop by The

Vista office in

UC 114B for more
information or
e-mail us at
editor@ usdvista.com

T h e full B o a r d o f
Trustees has officially
endorsed USD's new "vi
sual identity" as of Oct.
1, 2006. The new visual
identity is a graphic to re
place USD's current and
well-known insignia, the
letters USD with a cross
above them.
"I love the new graph
ic! I think it truly helps
distinguish USD, our
catholicity and our beau
tiful architecture. I am
happy to hear that we
are adapting the current
USD logo as a mono
gram, because it is loved
by everyone. The current
logo is very traditional
and the new logo brings
excitement and increased
prominence for our uni
versity," Rhett Buttle, AS
president said after As
sistant Vice President for
University Marketing and
Creative Services Coreen

COURTESY OF USD MARKETING

The new logo features the Immaculata, as well as
USD's complete name. The image Is printed here in
black and white, however it has specific guidelines for
color usage.

Petti presented the new
graphic to AS Senate on
Oct. 5.
Last October, a Brand
ing and Visual Identity
Task Force was created
in compliance with "the
strategic initiative to es
tablish national promi

nence for the university."
One part of the initiative
is to ensure USD "stacks
up" among the rest of
San Diego's universities
in terms of visual recog
nition.
See Logo, page 5
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We've got news for YOU! :)
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Family Weekend
October 13-15

October is Filipino American
History Month!

Bring your family for a fun filled weekend at
USD!
Friday the 13th: open classes for parents to
visit, lunch, and a Welcome Reception.

FUSO invites you to the 7th annual
San Diego Asian Film Festival
"The Blossoming of Maximo Oliveros"
Saturday October 14th 1:30-3:30
Ultra Star Cinemas in Mission Valley

Saturday the 14th: bring your family to the
highlight of the weekend-the tailgate party
before the Torero football game

Join the Sudoku Craze!

Sunday the 15th: Famly Liturgy and reception
For more information on the special events,
visit unet.sandiego.edu

Each Sudoku has a unique solution that can be
reached logically without guessing. Enter dig
its from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces, Every row
must contain one of each digit. So must every
column, as must every 3x3 square. Good luck!

Saturday Night at Aromas
Climb, Dine and Showtime
October 14th
Rock climbing wall
6:30pm FOOD!
7pm Movie
Don't forget to wear blue tomorrow for
TORERO BLUE FRIDAY!! OLE!
Senator's Comer
Hello Seniors! We are your Senior Senators, Jennifer
Fernandez and Kathleen Gallagher. We are here to
make your final year at USD an unforgetable one. We
are extremely excited about planning a number of
events including, Senior Social Hours! We would like
to thank everyone who came out and supported us
at Johnny V's last week! If you have any suggestions,
let us know!!! We want to know what you want to hear
and see! E-mail us at jennifer-07@sandiego.edu or
kathleen-07@sandiego.edu. We look forward to hear
ing from you! Keep your eyes open for more exciting
senior programs to come.
Jennifer and Kathleen

United Front Multicultural Night
Thursday, October 12th, TONIGHT!
UC Forum AB from 6pm to 9pm.
Enjoy a variety of cultural presentations
and FREE FOOD!
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College Law Enforcement Task Force aims at educating
students about the dangers in their university community
Laura Longobardi
News Editor

The College Law Enforce
ment Task Force was estab
lished about six years ago
to solidify communication
between the three main uni
versities in the San Diego
area: University of California
San Diego, San Diego State
University and University of
San Diego.
These universities work
together with the different dis
tricts of the San Diego Police
Department to deal with the
regulation of alcohol consump
tion.
In that time, the task force
has worked together to address
the issue of alcohol abuse.
The force views alcohol as a
major factor in many of the
crimes committed on college
campuses and in college com
munities.
The last six years have gen
erally seen a decrease in the
number of aggravated assaults

and sexual assaults that involve
college students. In 2001 and
2002, there were approximately
two on-campus cases of aggra
vated assault, according to the
Public Safety website. In 2004
and 2005, there were none.
This year, the College Law
Enforcement Task Force is
hoping to
emphasize
education.
" O u r
goal is
to have
informa
tion avail
able, and
ourselves
a v a i l 
able, to
students,"
said Larry
Barnett, the
assistant vice president of Stu
dent Affairs for Public Safety
and one of the co-chairs of the
task force.
The task force hopes to
compile a flyer containing data
regarding safety and avoid
ing dangerous situations that

will be ready and available for
freshmen orientation next year
and to provide seminars for
freshmen on safety issues.
One of the key elements of
the College Law Enforcement
Task Force is to anticipate and
control dangerous situations.
There are certain events that

force, all of the universities are
on the same page.
The task force is able to use
public safety officials from all
three schools as well as mem
bers of the San Diego police
department in order to ensure
the safety of college students.
By establishing a strong
method of
communi
cation and
unity among
the major
schools in
the area, all
three uni
versities
can ensure
problems
that may
migrate to
different
campuses
can be dealt with quickly and
efficiently.
If students are being victim
ized at Mission Beach, all of
the schools can be alerted to the
situation and provide informa
tion to students who may be
at risk.

"...The College Law Enforcement Task
Force is not only present to maintain the
safety of university students, it is trying to
establish a community in San Diego that
includes students and other people who
come into contact with students on a daily
basis."
tend to be correlated with par
ties and drinking.
If a situation arises on one
campus, there is less of a con
cern about that school crack
ing down on an issue and the
problem simply moving to the
next campus. Through the task

In the case of alcohol use,
students who drink off-campus
and are cited for legal viola
tions must deal not only with
the legal process, but also with
intervention from their school.
This could take the form of
a meeting to discuss alcohol,
or there could be other conse
quences, including contacting
parents.
The College Law Enforce
ment Task Force has also been
instrumental in the develop
ment of the Social Host Ordi
nance.
The officers are able to bring
real life situations, expert infor
mation and personal anecdotes
to law makers who are able to
address the problems from a
legal standpoint.
Larry Barnett also expressed
that the College Law Enforce
ment Task Force is not only
present to maintain the safety
of university students.
It is trying to establish a
community in San Diego that
includes students and other
people who come into contact
with students on a daily basis.

Burkett leaves legacy of brotherhood
Burkett, continued

COURTESY OF THE REGISTRAR

Students will have the opportunity to register on-line for Intersession classes this year.

Web Registration ready
for intersession
Ashley Mclean
Feature Editor
After much anticipation by
students, Web Registration is
finally here and will be up and
running for Intersession 2007.
Students will be able to register
for classes online from Oct. 23
to 27 depending on the number
of units they have.
Web Registration or WebReg
will only be available for Inter
session enrollment for one week
in order to have time for Tech
support to prepare the system for
WebReg with Spring classes.
"[WebReg] is more in tune
with students needs. They can
now register from home on
their laptops," Sallee Spearman,
assistant director of special ses
sions, said.
Other convenient features
that WebReg has are the Trans
action History page and the
Class Search page.
The Transaction History web
page allows students to see a

history of the changes they or
the Office of Special Sessions
have made.
The Class Search page allows
students to easily look up the
Course Reference Number of
the class they want to drop or
add if they have not researched
it prior to logging on to WebReg.
Students can access the WebReg
site by going to the unet home
page and clicking on the "We
bReg" link.
In order to log on to the web
page students need their username and password. Once they
are logged in, to add or drop
class, they need to obtain their
pin number from their advisor.
Students are excited about the
new WebReg.
"I'm excited for [WebReg]
'cause I think it's a more efficient
way than doing it over the phone.
It just makes more sense," said
Ann JefTeries, a junior.
This Monday, your pin num
ber will be available for Inter
session.

we were looking for in a member.
Danny had charisma, integrity,
compassion and was truly genu
ine," Deanna Whitman, Alcala
Club advisor, said.
Burkett came to USD on the
Dean's Scholarship and has left a
legacy of dedicated scholarship,
faithful friendship and a genuine
appreciation for a good time.
"I think the quote that best
describes Danny would be 'work
hard, play hard,'" Marcus Garcia,
USD alumnus 2006 and child
PHOTO COURTESY OF PHIL KORKIS
hood friend of Burkett's, said. Danny Burkett (third from left) with friends.
"He was always so serious in academics, athletics and just as a rosary will be held at McNerey's
school, class [and] at work, but person. He was recommended for Funeral Home at 7:15 p.m. on
all his real friends were not fooled the award by all of his teachers Fri., Oct. 20 and mass will be held
because we knew of his pranks, and wore it proudly that gradu the following day (Sat., Oct. 21)
at Mary Star of the Sea Church
ation night."
jokes [and] partying."
The USD campus is flooded by at noon. Additionally, next Wed.,
His ability to make situations
light-hearted and fun extended the words and memories of those Oct. 18 at 9:00 p.m. Founders
Chapel Mass for Peace will be
into his scholarly life as well. who knew and loved Danny.
"Danny
influenced
people
held in honor of Burkett.
"We could count on some good
As the USD community comes
laughs and some great jokes when in a positive way. It's a loss for
we had the privilege of working people who didn't even know together to mourn a loss and cel
an event with him," Michelle him, because they will never have ebrate a life, it is important to
Leibrand, President of Alcala the chance to meet him," Tiana remember the resources available
Siaget, USD alumna 2005, said. to students on campus.
Club, said.
Burkett is survived by his par
"The Counseling Center, lo
Before life at USD, Burkett
ents,
Col.
Daniel
Lee
Burkett
II
cated
in Serra 300, offers free,
was a student-athlete at Mary Star
of the Sea High School in San Pe and Elizabeth Burkett, as well as confidential, short-term coun
dro, Calif. He played football and his younger sister, Jackie Burkett, seling to students, including
grief-related counseling," Steve
soccer and won the admiration of currently a freshman at USD.
This Wed., Oct. 11, Burkett's Sprinkle, Director of the Coun
his classmates, teachers and fel
friends held a celebration at Sand seling Center, said.
low community members.
Burkett's life, although tragi
"Upon graduation he received bar in Mission Beach.
Services,
which
include
a
ro
cally
short, was full of spirit, love,
a gold medal to wear around his
neck," Garcia said. "To win this sary and mass, to commemorate good friends and laughter. He will
medal you had to excel in all as Burkett's life will be held next forever be remembered as a loyal
pects of life - community service, weekend in San Pedro, Calif. A friend and brother.
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TBI conference explores NAFTA shortfalls and strategies
TBI, continued
US and Mexico and the prob
lems that arise when there is no
cooperation.
"Why in the world should
the United States, in particular
American tax payers, who have
so many problems of their own,
worry about Mexican highways
or Mexican education?...Well,
because the countries are so
intertwined that everything
spills over. If you don't have
cooperation on these issues be
tween these two countries, you
have consequences. You have
drug trafficking, you have im
migration, you have less trade,
you have real dangers and prob
lems for American citizens and
Mexico," Castaneda said.
Therefore, Castaneda argues
that it is in the best interest of
both countries (plus Canada)
to work toward more economic
development in Mexico.
The three areas in Mexico
that need the most help, spe
cifically in poorer states, in
clude infrastructure, education
and the rule of law. In order
for Mexico to be more open
to development, one of the
many challenges Mexico has to
overcome is the issue of fiscal
reform, specifically monopolies
in energy and telecommunica
tions.
In a small discussion group,
Castaneda discussed the 700
miles of fencing and additional
manpower that President Bush
approved this month for the USMexico border.
"I think the fence is a lousy
idea because it really is a very
small fence, or it's a fence with
a lot of holes in it. It's a Swiss
cheese fence and it will just
make the Untied States appear
aggressive, hostile and unpleas

As for social integration,
ment in North America. The
ant..." Castaneda said.
Castaneda hopes it will never problem is that NAFTA does more than one-third of the for
not reach those southern states eign residents in the US come
come to fruition.
Castaneda agrees with Presi in Mexico, thus deeply-diving from Mexico, which means that
there is a massive exchange of
dent Bush's insistence that the Mexican economy.
"Free
market
is
the
best
culture
from all sides.
immigration reform must be
One of the strategies Pas
comprehensive, therefore "if and most efficient way to pro
the plan doesn't have guest duce goods and services, but tor offers in order to narrow
workers, then you won't have it doesn't solve our social and Mexico's income gap is a call
public problems. In the case to establish a North American
amnesty" and vice versa.
As for Mexico's President- of North America, the agenda investment fund, which can be
Elect, Felipe Calderon, Casta of this second decade should modeled after the current Euro
neda believes Calderon has include all of those things it pean Union's fiscal efforts to de
velop poor
no choice
er European
but to keep
countries in
pushing
the interest
emigration
of develop
reform and
ing stronger
keep the
trade part
issue at
nerships.
the top of
P a s t o r
the Mexi
states many
can gov
reasons for
ernment's
the US and
agenda.
Canada to
The sec
follow the
ond day's
European
keynote
model. For
address/
example, he
luncheon,
mentioned
titled "strat
that about
egies for
COURTESY OF TBI 93% of imaddressing
Jorge Castaneda greets students on the way to his keynote address in the
migrants
migration
IPJ.
travel to the
and devel
opment in North America," was [NAFTA] doesn't include," US for job opportunities because
presented by Robert A. Pastor, said Pastor, "There are people of the income gap. This means
director of the Center for North today who still are fighting over Mexicans are likely to travel to
American Studies at American NAFTA. I'm here to tell you the US to get paid more for the
University.
that debate is over. The debate same job they had in Mexico,
Pastor, as well as other panel that should begin today is over whether it be a job in agriculture
ists and guest speakers, provid the future of North America and or construction.
ed context and background on recognizing the dramatic accel
Pastor also noted that the US
the ineffectiveness of NAFTA eration of integration."
cannot have a genuine partner
in Mexico, specifically in the
In terms of economic integra ship if Mexico is poor and con
southern "dirt-poor" states of tion, Pastor notes that the United sequently, Mexico should work
Chiapas, Oaxaca and Guerrero. S t a t e ' s n u m b e r o n e t r a d i n g toward symmetry in regards to
NAFTA was signed in 1992 partner in the world is Canada balance of power. According to
and was designed to dismantle followed by Mexico at number Pastor, in order for a US-Mexico
trade and investment barriers. two. Also, the first and second partnership to work, Mexico
To date, according to Pastor, sources of energy imports to the needs to join the first world
NAFTA has done so and has US are first Canada and second politically.
nearly tripled trade and invest- Mexico.
Both Pastor and Castaneda

Full implementation of logo expected by 2008
Logos, continued
the logo (removal of the cross
above the letters) as reasons for
the new marketing campaign.
"Hundreds of universities
are currently doing what we're
doing," Petti said in reference
to a Union Tribune article that
mentioned branding initiatives
at several universities around
the country including UCSD
and SDSU.
Petti also explained the guid
ing principles behind the new
graphic as "establish[ment of]
location, catholicity, strength
and integration."
In alliance with these guid
ing principles the new graphic
features the Immaculata, neutral
font and the full name Univer
sity of San Diego.
"If there is any university

in the San Diego/Southern
California region that should
take claim to their architec
tural uniqueness, it is certainly
USD," Petti said.

sity monogram reserved for use
with specific guidelines.
In addition to a new USD
logo, a university medallion and

"If there is any university in the San
Diego/Southern California region that
should take claim to their architectural
uniqueness, it is certainly USD."
Colleen Petti, Assistant Vice President
of Marketing
The Branding and Visual
Identity Task Force enlisted the
services of Design Group West
to create the new image, but
will continue to use the current
USD logo as an official univer-

"spirit mark" have also been
created. The medallion is in
tended for use on bookstore and
specialty items, while the spirit
mark was created for marketing
purposes associated with USD

athletic teams.
By the end of this semes
ter a "fully comprehensive
branding manual" will be
produced for campus-wide
use and by June 30, 2008,
USD's marketing department
expects full implementation
of the new visual identity and
branding campaign.
"Student groups are re
quired to use the brand design
elements when they are par
ticularly communicating to
external audiences or when
they are representing the
University to an external au
dience in an official capacity,"
Petti said.
The Vista was not able to
include the new logo in this
article due to the fact that it is
prior to the Presidents official
release-

emphasized that the European
model cannot be imitated the
same way, but the legal frame
work can be analyzed in order
to highlight what worked and
what did not.
Conference participants were
also invited to highly interac
tive panel discussions lead by
prominent public officials and
scholars such as Robert Bach
from homeland defense and
security and California State
Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny from district 40.
USD President Mary Lyons
commented on the need for this
conference because it works
to eradicate ignorance. Lyons
also highlighted social justice
as one of the components of the
conference.
"The issues of social justice
that are so critical between
ourselves and our neighbors in
Mexico, well those issues will
only be addressed when we
are working together, not sepa
rately. And so, for that reason,
this is a very important moment
in the history of our University
and we hope it will continue,"
Lyons said.
According to TBI Director,
David Shirk, scholars and public
officials from all over the US
and Mexico were invited and
about 250 people attended the
event.
"The conference was an
overall success in terms of gen
erating a high-level, policy-fo
cused dialogue on the economic
sources of migration from Mex
ico to the United .States," said
Shirk, "Over the longer term,
our hope is that the perspectives
and key points presented at this
conference will make their way
into the public dialogue about
immigration, so that we can
move beyond building walls and
start building bridges."

Common application
accepted at USD
Application, continued
school as selective.
This year is the first year that
USD accepted the Common
Application, making it easier
for students to apply/
"The cause of the increase
is not only the large graduating
high school classes, but because
USD joined the common appli
cation which allows applicants
to apply to many colleges using
the same application," said Steffanie Hoie, associate director
for Office Operations at Under
graduate Admissions.
The increased number of
applicants to USD shows not
only the growing desirability
of the University, but its grow
ing prestige as an academic
environment.
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PUBLIC SAFETV REPORT
Palomar: At 3:37 p.m. Pub
lic Safety responded to a
report of marijuana in a
resident hall room. Upon
investigation a room
search was conducted
and one resident student
was cited for possession
of marijuana and drug
paraphernalia.
Copley Library: At 4:30
p.m. a student reported
that she had left her iPod
unattended in the Copley
Library and when she
returned the iPod was
missing.
San Mignel: At 9:41 p.m.
Public Safety responded
to a report of marijuana
in a resident hall room.
Upon investigation one
resident student was
cited for possession of
marijuana and drug par
aphernalia.
University Center: At 5:00
a.m. Public Safety re
sponded to a report of
a fire in the kitchen of
the main dining center.
Upon investigation the

fire was confined to a
single oven and the fire
was extinguished by the
officers. No injuries or
damage was reported.
San Rafael: At 5:46 p.m.
Public Safety responded
to a report of a suspicious
male soliciting from door
to door in a resident
hall. Upon investigation
the individual was con
tacted and escorted off
campus.
University Center: At 7:00
p.m. Public Safety re
sponded to a report of
the theft of a marketing
sign. This is the second
time that this item has
been taken. The item
was intended for auction
at a university student
event. Anyone having in
formation regarding this
incident is encouraged to
contact Public Safety.
University Terrace Apart
ments Parking Lot: At 9:59
p.m. Public Safety re
ceived a report of a vehi
cle that had been keyed
while parked at the Uni
versity Terrace Apart
ments.

University Terrace Apart
ments Parking Lot: At 10:48
p.m. Public Safety re
ceived a report of a sec
ond vehicle that had
been keyed while parked
at the University Terrace
Apartments.
Manchester Village:At 11:12
p.m. Public Safety re
sponded to a complaint
of excessive noise com
ing from individuals yell
ing and driving by in
vehicles. Upon investi
gation the individuals
could not be located.
lpus • Cushman Proper
ties: At 11:02 a.m. Pub
lic Safety responded to
a report of a padlock
on a storage unit that
had been broken off and
taken. Upon investiga
tion nothing was found
missing from the storage
unit
Copley Library: At 1:54 p.m.
Public Safety responded
to a report of a lamp that
was stolen.
San Luis: At 6:03 p.m. Pub
lic Safety responded to
a report of a suspicious
individual soliciting on

Graduation doesn't have to be
your proudest moment.

campus. Upon investiga
tion the individual was
contacted and complied
with the request to leave
campus.
Manchester Village: At
10:52 p.m. Public Safety
responded to a complaint
of loud yelling coming
from the practice field.
Upon investigation, the
individuals had left the
area.
School East Lot: At
>1 a.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of
a suspicious individual
asking for a ride and pos
sibly trying to get into
vehicles. Upon investiga
tion the individual was
no longer in the area.
There was no specific
physical description pro
vided to Public Safety of
the individual.
Manchester: At 8:29 p.m.
Public Safety responded
to a fire alarm in Man
chester Village apart
ments. Yhe cause of the
alarm was determined
to be a result of a pan
being overheated during
cooking.

Alcala Vista Parking Lot: At
8:25 p.m. a Public Safety
officer patrolling in the
vicinity of the west park
ing lot of the Alcala Vista
Apartments found an in
toxicated female student
lying on the sidewalk.
Officers determined that
the student was unable
to care for herself and
she was transported to
detox.
San Dimas Apartments: At
12:57 a.m. Public Safety
received a call from resi
dent assistants regard
ing the odor of marijuana.
Officers and the resident
assistants were unable
to determine the location
of the marijuana.
Laguna Hall: At 2:51 a.m.
Public Safety responded
to a fire alarm in Laguna
Hall. The cause of the fire
alarm was determined to
be due to fireworks that
were being ignited in the
hallway. Anyone having
information regarding
this incident is encour
aged to contact Public
Safety
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Two slices of salami Fourth Woman PeaceMaker
barely constitute an to hold "Conversation" in IPJ
adequate sandwich
Natalie Zanzucchi

Editor in Chief

Patrick Brady
Campus Focus Editor
If I can borrow a line
from the opening monologue
of your basic "Seinfeld"
episode: what is the deal
with meat stacking? Is there
enough meat in a standard
size sandwich at the USD
deli? Does meat stacking
require a spotter? All fingers
point to no.
Meat stacking is a new
menu option introduced
this year by the USD Deli.
For you USD carnivores out
there, this means you can add
two to three combinations
of meat to your sandwich,
leaving you with a mouth
full of flesh. Of course, this
addition comes with a price
that ranges from three to four
dollars extra for a stacked
sandwich, which raises a far
more interesting question.
Is USD price-gauging its
students?
Before you dismiss me as
a crazy conspiracy theorist,
consider this. A standard
sandwich at the USD deli is
approximately five dollars,
while a meat stacked sand
wich can range anywhere
from seven to eight dollars.
Therefore, your sandwich
alone isn't covered by one
meal on the USD meal plan.
Now, if a meal is in fact a
meal, shouldn't one meal on
a USD plan include a side
and drink?
With a USD meal val
ued at around six dollars, it
would cost the average USD
student two meals to receive
a standard or meat-stacked
sandwich with a side and
drink. At a university that
holds itself to the highest
standards of Christian mo
rality, is this ethical? Again,
all fingers should point to
no.
The truth of the matter is
a standard sandwich at the
USD deli does not include

adequate portions, which
makes the meat-stacking
option appear reasonable
on the surface. But why
can't the USD deli just
make a standard sandwich
that includes appropriate
portions?
The standard portions
that currently exist at the
USD deli are laughable. I
once ordered a salami and
cheddar sandwich from the
USD deli and when I opened
it, there was one circle of
salami on one half and one
circle of salami on the other.
For a sandwich that cost me
most of my USD meal value,
this is completely unaccept
able.
It is clear to me that a com
promise must be reached on
this matter in order for USD
students to get what they
paid for. For starters, the
university should consider
adding more meat portions
to the standard sandwich.
Secondly, every sandwich
purchase should include a
side and a drink to ensure
that USD students are get
ting their money's worth out
of each and every meal on
their plan.
Ironically, meat stacking
may indeed require a spotter,
as students may find them
selves short of meals sooner
than they expected. Given
the limited dining resources
offered to the average oncampus student, I feel USD
should act with a greater
sense of generosity when
it comes to its food service
industry.
For those of you fortunate
on-campus car owners, con
sider traveling off-campus
occasionally to take in some
of the great and affordable
restaurants San Diego pro
vides.
It's a short drive down
Via Las Cumbres to Mr.
Peabody's Bar and Grill for
five-dollar turkey-tacos, a
delicious and sizeable alter
native that is offered every
Monday.
For you off campus beach
dwellers, stop by Cass St.
Bar and Grill and take in a
tasty stuffed sandwich ba
guette. For a little extra, tell
em' Brady sent you.

Palwasha Kakar has a soft
voice, but "big power." Kakar is
from eastern Afghanistan, and
her work for women's rights has
taken her all over the country
and even into exile in Pakistan.
She is currently in residency at
the Institute for Peace and Jus
tice, where she says her mind is
calm and she has been encour
aged and inspired by the other
women who work at the IPJ.
Her family tree boasts poets,
soldiers, patriots, scholars and
even the previous king of Af
ghanistan, but Palwasha washes
her clothes by hand. "I love my
country," she said. "If it is poor,
it is rich as my country." It is
difficult to imagine this woman
with a silk scarf draped about
her shoulders doing housework
in a country that has suffered
severe destruction.
Palwasha is the mother of
four boys and the wife of a man
her family decided she should
marry. "My marriage belongs
to my family. They took the
decision because it is our cul
ture," she explained. It is the
same culture she faults for the
deep-rooted patriarchy that per
vades Afghanistan. "The boy,
in his family, has big power.
The girls clean their brothers'
shoes, their brothers' clothes
... This is family ... It starts in
the family, the men thinking 'I
have big power.'"
For Palwasha, big power
rests within each woman, but
the Soviet regime and subse
quent Mujahideen, then Taliban
control has brought oppression
to the Afghan people. Women's
rights, in particular, have been
jeapordized to varying degrees
by each of these regimes.
Withhout an education
women do not have the tools
for empowerment. Seeing the
desperate need women in her
country had for education,
school, books and freedom,
Palwasha became a teacher in
Kabul. After the Mujahideen
took Kabul from Soviet control,
Palwasha became a principal at
a girls' school in the Nangarhar
province and joined UNICEF
to work as a trainer and social
mobilizer. She has seen fighting
take control of her country and
has remained on the opposite
side, bringing school supplies
to more than 20 "home schools"

RODNEY NAKAMOTO

Palwasha Kakar will hold Coversation "Mobilizing women and de
fending human rights under and after the Taliban in Aghanistan"
at the IPJ Theatre, Thurs., Oct 12.

.she has helped establish.
"Why?" Palwasha implores
every time she explains another
struggle that women in Af
ghanistan face. "In our society
it is so difficult to say, 'Why?' It
is so difficult. Why are women
and men not equal? Why are
the ones in charge given guns
instead of books? Why are so
many other countries interested
in the big power in Afghani
stan?"
Palwasha asked this last rhe
torical question after explaining
how deep foreign interest in
Afghanistan runs. During the
1980s the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan and took control.
The US, specifically the Carter
and Reagan administrations,
along with Pakistan, China and
Saudi Arabia financially backed
a group of revolutionaries called
the Mujahideen.
The time during which the
communist regime controlled
Afghanistan is the time Pal
washa remembers her country
changing. She remembers a
time when women could walk
on the streets alone at night
without a problem, and now
the resurgence of the Taliban

has, in some places, reversed
the progression of women's
freedom.
The larger Mujahideen
groups began to fight amongst
themselves until the Taliban, fi
nancially supported by Pakistan
and lead by a wealthy Saudi,
Osama bin Laden, overthrew
the post-Soviet government
in 1996. Now, five years after
Sept. 11, 2001, Hamid Karzai,
who speaks English and is
highly supported by the West,
is the interim Prime Minister of
Afghanistan,
Palwasha, currently the Pro
gram Manager in the Eastern
Regional Office of the Afghani
stan Independent Human Rights
Commission in Jalalabad, la
ments the fact that people, who
have committed war crimes, are
being given big power in the
government.She wants peace
and justice to come to Afghani
stan and is willing to risk her life
to see that happen.
She will be participating in a
"Conversation" on Thurs., Oct.
12 in the IPJ Theatre to discuss
"mobilizing women and defend
ing human rights under and after
the Taliban."
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Candice Ashton
Guest Writer
It has been three and a half years
since the Phi Delta chapter of the Phi
Kappa Theta fraternity lost their USD
and national charters. Phi Kaps are cur
rently in the process of re-establishing
themselves through a new membership
education program that attempts to
refashion the fraternity's image at the
local and national level.
Phi Kappa Theta was the first Greek
organization established at USD. How
ever, in spring 2002 the chapter failed
to meet its fiscal obligations to the Phi
Kappa Theta national chapter, resulting
in their national charter being revoked.
The Phi Delta chapter also faced alle
gations of hazing from several parents.
The combination of these events re
sulted in USD revoking the fraternity's
local charter. Phil Butler, former Direc
tor of Expansion for the fraternity who
is currently in charge of re-establishing
the charter, explains that the California
Phi Delta chapter was not carrying out
the "ideals and principles of the frater
nity nor those of the University of San

WORDAROUND

Diego."
Fortunately for this chapter,
being USD's first Greek organization is
an important title. According to Butler,
"immediately after the expulsion we
were in conversations with the Univer
sity [to re-establish our charter.]"
Following multiple meetings
with Mandy Womack, Director of
Student Organizations and Greek Life,
guidelines were set up in to re-instate
the California Phi Delta's charter. The
first stipulation was that all previous
members had to have graduated, leav
ing no active members at the university.
Secondly, they were required to present
a four-year membership education pro
gram, according to Womack.
The new program, aimed at continu
ally educating its members throughout
the four-year fraternity experience is
called "FISCUS." FISCUS is an acro
nym for the terms Fraternal, Intellectual,
Social, Charity, Unity and Spiritual.
All six words represent the core values
of the Phi Kappa Theta fraternity. As
Butler explains, the FISCUS program is
similar to that of a university's major or
minor system. "Every member has the
opportunity to strengthen themselves in

an area of chapter operations," he said.
Thus, all members choose an aspect of
fraternity life to focus on in order to
develop a well-rounded group of lead
ers wth specific areas of interest.
In Oct. 2005, Butler and two other
Phi Kaps presented the FISCUS plan
to Womack, Dr. Thomas Cosgrove,
Dean of Students, IFC and other un
dergraduates. In a unanimous decision,
the chapter was invited to re-establish
at the university.
"We are thrilled to have their sup
port and encouragement and are ready
to once again be an asset to the USD
community," said Andy Kowal, the
Director of Chapter Development for
the fraternity.
The Phi Kappa Theta fraternity
has a strong local alumni association
that gathers annually during USD's
Homecoming. Butler said, "At each
meeting the question was 'how do we
come back?"' Kowal speaks of this time
as, "an opportunity for its members to
strengthen their relationships with the
stakeholders who had a vested interest
in the fraternity."
Informational meetings have been
held on campus this past week. Kowal

expects to establish an initial group by
Friday, October 13th and officially af
filiate them with Phi Kappa Theta. The
group will then begin operating as an
affiliate group and prepare to participate
in the Spring IFC Recruitment. At that
point in time, the group will become a
colony.
This fall semester, Kowal has been
just as persistent in developing a strong
chapter of founding fathers. Kowal said,
"In meeting with campus administra
tors, advisors and our alumni, I would
say that the opinion of Phi Kappa Theta
is positive and favorable across the
University community."
Maintaining a positive national and
local image has been of increasing con
cern for fraternities throughout college
campuses. The Phi Kappa Theta chap
ter at USD has experienced both sides
of the spectrum being known as the
oldest and one of the strongest Greek
organizations on campus, to having
their charter removed in 2002. Today,
with the help of many dedicated Phi
Kaps, the California Phi Delta chapter
has started to rebuild its image; this
due in large part to their new FISCUS
education plan.
"Creating programs [like FISCUS]
are becoming national trends for frater
nities," Womack said. Other member
ship education plans include Beta Theta
Pi's "Men of Principle" and Sigma Phi
Epsilon's "Balance Man Program."
Womack stated that the university will
look for programs such as these when
considering new fraternities to charter.
The Phi Kappa Theta fraternity has
a strong backing from national head
quarters as well as local alumni. The
chapter is well organized and dedicated
to coming back strong. However, only
time will tell whether or not the imple
mentation of the FISCUS program
creates a positive image for the second
round of USD Phi Kaps. But in the eyes
of Michael Crafton, a devoted Phi Kap
alumnus and graduate of USD "Greek
Life isn't Greek Life without Phi Kappa
Theta."

^hat does it mean to be Greek?
iillll

Lauren Hector

Ryan DeCook

Rachel Hayden

"It seems like a great way
to meet people and get
wasted."

"It means you have to be
blonde and wear really big
sunglasses with skirts and
Ugg boots."

"It means becoming active
in school activities and
going to all of the good
parties."

Sophomore

Senior

Sophomore

Resh Jefferies
Graduate Student

"I would imagine it's a
group of people with a
similar interest."
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New VP of University Relations Go2.com launches
plans to bring prominence to USD website at USD

New internet search engine is unveiled at 12
Southern California colleges and universities

Dana Flack
Guest Writer

Laura Longobardi
The mission of USD's Uni
versity Relations department
is to preserve and promote the
university's history as well as
elevate the educational oppor
tunities offered to its students.
University Relations hopes to
maintain this vision under the
direction of it's new Vice Presi
dent, Dr. Timothy O'Malley.
"It is our sole ambition in
University Relations to attract
the.interest, participation, fi
nancial support, and advocacy
of as many people as possible
for the benefit of the students
and faculty of USD," O'Malley
said. "I want USD to become
synonymous with the best that
Catholic higher education has
to offer."
O'Malley came to USD in
August from Pacific Univer
sity in Forest Grove, Oregon.
All of O'Malley's educational
pursuits have taken place on
the West Coast, where he has
earned three degrees. O'Malley
has a BA in English from the
University of Portland, an MA
in British Literature from Cal
State East Bay and a Ph.D in
Education Policy and Manage
ment from the University of
Oregon.
O'Malley's diverse back
ground in higher education has
helped him develop his own
vision for USD's University
Relations department. His vi
sion involves maximizing the
productivity of USD's four Uni
versity Relations departments
(Development, Constituent
Relations, Public Relations and
Marketing & Creative Services)
for the benefit of faculty and
students.

public relations representative
for go2 said that the Yahoo name
makes consumers feel that the
Go2USD.com is a new search information they find is more
engine launched two weeks ago relevant.
Go2USD.com and other
at 12 Southern California col
leges and universities. Some of similar specialized sites for
these universities include Uni college students is simply a
versity of Southern California, new extension of the original
University of California Los theory behind go2.com. The
Angeles, San Diego State Uni website has links to USD pages
versity, and University of San and several universities have
Diego. Another fifty schools links to buy tickets to football
will launch their own versions and basketball games or other
school events.
of go2.com later this month.
Another interesting feature
Go2.com was founded in
of
go2USD.com is the link to
1999 by Lee Hancock as a basic
search engine with a new twist. academic help. By clicking on
Go2 is also a mobile phone the tutors link, the site redirects
search engine. The primary to a list of tutoring companies
purpose of Go2.com is to pro in the San Diego area.
"We find a highly relevant
vide locally based searches. Es
sentially, Go2 is a basic search search for your local commu
engine that can be accessed nity, to be able to go out and
search real time where you are,
through a cell phone.
When go2 was launched in is a real benefit," Bigleman said.
1999 they were the first to ac The market for this service is
knowledge the potential of cell expanding. Soon there will be
phones. The company managed opportunities to actually buy
to survive the dot com madness products from your cell phone
through go2.com.
of the late nineties.
Although there are still a
Go2 just teamed up with
Yahoo for their gps (global posi few kinks to be worked out
tioning system) with the mobile - a search for automotive repair
search engine, allowing travel brought up eight pages of infor
ers or people unfamiliar with mation with no way to limit the
an area to get relevant infor search - the site is especially
mation about local restaurants helpful for members of the USD
or events. Robert Bigleman, a community.

News Editor

COURTESY OF BARBARA FERGUSON

In August, Dr. Timothy O'Malley was made VP of University Rela-

In addition to better pro
ductivity within the four Uni
versity Relations departments,
O'Malley would like to reinvigorate the "Campaign for
the University of San Diego,"
which was established to in
crease alumni participation, in
troduce new marketing images,
and raise the public profile and
name recognition of USD.
"I would like to see USD
become a household name,"
O'Malley said. "A name in
stantly recognized as that of a
prestigious, first-rate university
with talented faculty and stu
dents, engaged in a wide array
of academic and professional
pursuits."

O'Malley considers it a privi
lege to advocate for the students
of USD as it has given him an
opportunity to return to Catholic
higher education.
He hopes to oversee a con
tinued growth of USD's strong
reputation, a goal that will be
made easier through increased
student participation. Converse
ly, O'Malley feels University
Relations will help improve
students' experiences at USD.
"I hope that students who
graduate from USD will ap
preciate their experiences here,
and look for ways, as alumni, to
ensure the same quality experi
ence for future USD students,"
0"Malley said.
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Want your gas paid for?
The Vista is seeking a distribution editor.
Come to UC114B or email editor@usdvista.com for more information.
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Toreros go Bayside for homecoming
ADENA JANSEN
PHOTO EDITOR

This past weekend USD celebrated the Saved By the Bell
Homecoming Extravanganza. Friday's festivities included the
80z All Starz, arcade and casino games, free food and prizes.
On Saturday, the first ever homecoming tailgate included a me
chanical bull, two beer gardens for those over 21 and a "Little
Torero" section filled with activites and food options for kids.
These photos give testament to the the success of the new
homecoming events sponsored by Associated Students and
Alumni Relations. Over 2,000 alumni attended proving that the
Torero spirit never dies.
Additionally, student participation was up which shows that
students are taking an active role in their university and its ac
tivites. In the stands for the football game against Butler many
were decked out in blue and white to cheer our team to vic
tory. They say that pictures speak a thousand words, these are
screaming ole's.
ALL PHOTOS ADENA JANSEN/THE VISTA

James Schechter and Andrew Johnson, along with friends, enjoy the 80z All Starz
perform at their concert on Friday night.
Right: Students representing Greek Life
man tables at the Tailgate on Saturday.

President Mary Lyons and Vice President of Student Affairs Carmen Vazquez greet
a student alumn at the Tailgate on Saturday.

Right: Arcade
games keep stu
dents entertained.
Below: Students play a game of air
hockey, one of many games that were

The lead singer of the 80z All Starz excites the crowd Fri
day Night at the Homecoming Extravaganza.
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Does it become official when
Benefits and disadvantages of posting your love life:
mmm

q The Wall of Benefits
Displaying 4 of 4 benefit posts.

facebook
Q,- Search
My Profile
My Friends
My Photos
My Notes
My Croups
My Events
My Messages
My Account
My Privacy

Write Something. See All

It's easier to meet people

Welcome!

Scenario 1: There's this cute girl in my religion class. I think I'll message her and see

edit

Requests

Ashley McLean
Feature Editor
These days a "poke" has re
placed flirting, your "Top Friends"
are ranked so the world can see and
seeing your boyfriend or girlfriend
post on another person's wall can
cause jealousy.
People can't help but notice
that this web language has become
intertwined in our everyday conver
sation and sites such as Facebook,
MySpace and Hi5 are becoming
increasingly popular with our gen
eration. Facebook used to be only
for college students, but recently it
has become available to anyone like
MySpace. Hi5 is a new site available
to anyone, but is dedicated to finding
a relationship. On the search page,
you can designate between what
ages you want your man, woman, or
both to be and whether or not they
have a photo.
Although searching online may
make it easier to find someone

edit

what the homework was.
Scenario 2: This guy is from my home town.

1 friend request

you're interested in, are these sites
helping or hurting our relation
ships?
"When you meet over [a web
site], you could have expectations
about a person, and then when
you meet them, it's not what you
expect," Victor Fields, freshman,
said.
Increasingly, students find ro
mance on these sites, whether it's
through another friend or com
pletely random finds.
"[A girl] commented on one of
my pics saying I was hot and I just
started talking to her. It wasn't
completely random because I knew
some of her friends on MySpace.
We dated for two months this sum
mer," Rafael Velazquez, sopho
more, said.
Many couples also feel the need
to post "in a relationship" status on
their web page in order to tell the

m 3 event invitations

Wali-to-Waf{ - Message - Delete

11 8 group invitations

It's good for staying in touch when you're in a long distance relationship

Pokes

Scenario l:I'll poke my girlfriend, Cathy, to flirt with her.

^

You were poked by

Scenario 2: My boyfriend, Joey, is in class, but I'll message him just to remind him I

someone

love him.

poke back j hide poke

My

Wall-to-Wall - Message - Delete
tdtt

Keep your friends
updated on your
current status.

Birthday*

You can find someone who shares your interest
Scenario l: He likes Usher and Nip/Tuck! We are destined to be together.
Scenario 2: I'm on the guy's soccer team. I want to be in a relationship with some

see *B

world they are together.
"Every time I hear
people debating whether
or not people are dating,
I hear someone go, 'Oh,
is it official on Facebook?"' Laura Given,
sophomore, said. "It's
like if it's not on Facebook, it's not legit."

one on the girl's soccer team.
Wall-to-Wall - Message - Delete

The rest of the world can see pictures of you
Scenario 1 :1 wonder if Brooke is still with Joe? Oh, yep! Her profile picture is of

them at SeaWorld!
Scenario 2: I'm going to give Nina the best anniversary gift. I never take pictures, so
I'll just copy one from her MySpace and frame it.
Wall-to-Wall - Message - Delete

edit

q The Wall of Disadvantages
Displaying 4 of 4 disadvantage posts.

Write Something. See All

There's no nonverbal communication
Scenario 1: Sue thinks, "Rob seems like a great guy." Rob is actually 56-years old

and posting pictures of his neighbor.
Scenario 2: Chris messages Tina, "Hey, you're in my French class. What's the homework?"Tina thinks, "This guy likes me!" Chris just wanted to know the homework.
Wall-to-Wall - Message - Delete

Once you're in a relationship, there are added jealousies
Scenario 1: Chelsea, guess what! That girl, Kari, just posted on my boyfriend's wall.

Do you think there's something between them? I better go look at her MySpace.
Scenario 2: Snookems, why did you post a picture of you and your ex-boyfriend?
Wall-to-Wall - Message - Delete

Anyone can find out anything about you that you post at any time
Scenario 1: This guy's cute. I'll just take down his number and leave eight messages.
Scenario 2: This girl's cute. I'll just take down her address, drive by her house a few
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School attendance while Technology inhibits
sick is inconsiderate
students' interactions

Sarah Miller
Opinion Editor

One of my least favorite things is
people who insist on going to class
while they are sick. They end up snif
fling and coughing and digging for
more Kleenex, and generally disrupt
the entire class setting.
Besides the obvious discomfort
the diseased person puts on everyone
around them, they are a walking germ
spreader, thus endangering the health
and well being of everyone.
So why do people attend work or
class when sick?
According to CARAVAN Opin
ion Research Corporation and the
National Foundation for Infectious
Disease, 35 percent of US workers
feel pressure to go to work when they
have the flu.
On the other side, 47 percent of US
workers feel angry or annoyed when
a coworker does.
What should we do about this?
First, we must identify why people
feel pressure, and fix that problem.
Nobody wants to be sick, and
feeling any sort of pressure to
attend work and function nor
mally is downright cruelty.
Forcing a sick person to
come into work or school is
only increasing the likeli
hood that other coworkers
will come
down with
the sick
ness.
Besides,
productivi
ty and qual
ity of work
significant
ly decrease
when a person
is sick or tired.
Thus, not only are you hindering
your own production, but by mak
ing me sick and tired of listening to
you constantly sneezing every three
minutes, snorting gunk into your
Kleenex, and the teacher yelling his
lecture in order to talk "over your
incessant coughing, my productivity
level is now also impaired.
In addition, since we are now in
October, flu season is right around the
corner. If you have a proclivity for
sickness, go get a flu vaccine.
Hopefully this year they will ac
tually have enough vaccines for the
vital populations that need it.

October and November are the
primary months to get a vaccination,
and since we have a wonderful Health
Center, located in the very back left
corner between Camino Hall and
Founders Hall, you have no excuse.
The flu vaccine has been shown to
be effective 70 to 90 percent of the
time, according to recent studies in
the publication Prevention. Informa
tion can be found on line regarding
the effectiveness of the vaccine at the
Center for Disease Control and Pre
vention website www.cdc.gov/flu.
If, for some reason, you are con
cerned about the vaccination, there
are numerous other ways to take care
of yourself and ensure that you do
not get sick.
Because I don't want to deal with
you in class, here is a shortened ver
sion of what you can do. First, get
enough sleep. Obvious and enough
said.
Second, carry around hand sanitizer and use it often. Child's Hos
pital in Boston found that those who
carry around hand sanitizers had 59
percent fewer cases of stomach bugs
and sickness.
Third, be social. According to
Carnegie Mellon doctors who gave
83 college freshmen a flu vaccine,
those with larger social groups pro
duced more flu-fighting antibodies
than those who hung out in single
groups.
Plus, many
groups, such
as sports
teams,
require
ph ys ical activ
ity, a major
health ben
efit.
Fourth,
fill your diet
with healthy
foods, not
Carl's
Jr. or
Santana's.
Eat more fish,
oats, barley, garlic, yogurt,
and chicken noodle soup. Drink tea
rather than coffee if you can stand the
deprivation.
Fifth, know your body's limits.
Be aware of how you are managing
your life. Those little warning signs,
like falling asleep in class or waking
up with a sore throat, should tell you
something. You are not well.
If nothing else, use Airborne. It
has been proven effective and is eas
ily obtained at any local food and
drug store.
The moral of this story is to take
care of yourself. Don't come to class
sick, you will just spread the disease
and piss people off.
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other person is really saying.
Does my ex actually like me and want
to get back together, or is he or she just
drunk-texting me again? It can get com
plicated trying to discern the true intent
of a message.
Texting and instant messaging can
lead to dating or potential hook ups for
the lazy.
Meet a guy or girl at a party and think
Liz Buckley
they're cute? Whip out your cell phone...
Copy Editor
Ask for their number ... and if it's a posi
On campus, it is easy to see that we are tive response, then type it right in.
The next weekend you don't really
a generation fixated with technology.
Walking to class it is not unusual to see have plans, and you remember the digits
a person talking on their cell phone, tex- you scored. Hmm ... wondering what
ting someone or avoiding all eye contact they're doing tonight? Scared of rejec
tion? Text the person.
by staring at his or her phone.
Not getting a text back is easier than
iPod buds can also be seen hanging
holding an awk
out of ears and
ward conversa
between that and
Cell
phone
tion on the phone.
cell phones, most
conversations have invaded On theother hand,
everyone is lost in
maybe the enig
their own world
places like the library and
matic party per
and cut off from
son will text back,
gym, where oblivious
their surround
and you can set
ings.
people chat away despite up tentative plans
Technology
to "hang out."
the glares
has revolutionized
Cell phones
our generation.
from others who do not
also give you the
We grew up with
ability to screen
want
to
listen
to
their
banal
computers and the
your calls.
Internet and know
conversations about
Maybe the sit
how to use them.
superficial topics.
uation switches.
Unlike our par
You
accidentally
ents, we witnessed
gave
your number
cell phones pro
gressing from clunky cordless telephones to someone you definitely do not want to
used as a safety precaution to a tiny see again any time soon.
When you see an unknown number
blinged-out necessity.
Completely dependent on cell phones on the screen you hit ignore rather than
and laptops, even a few hours away from dealing with it. Eventually they'll figure
them can be torture for those who like to it out.
On campus it is impossible to ignore
be reached 24/7.
Yet, there is a tiny thrill in seeing how the consequences of our technology-ob
many messages and missed calls you have sessed generation.
Students have become self-absorbed
in a few hours.
and
are isolated from their environment.
It may boost your ego to see the mes
Cell phone conversations have invaded
sage icon blinking. Do you use AIM? Then
you probably set a detailed away message places like the library and gym, where
before leaving, something along the lines oblivious people chat away despite the
of, "At class till three!! Leave a message glares from others who do not want to
listen to their banal conversations about
or text the cell!!!"
superficial
topics.
That way you can periodically check
It
is
time
we, as students, face our
your phone throughout class when the
teacher is lecturing to see if anyone has addiction to technology and attempt to
reconnect with the beauty of our campus
tried to reach you.
The problem with technology that and fellow peers.
For example, try to hold a face-to-face
keeps us constantly in touch with our
friends is that we are slowly losing our conversation with a friend on the way
ability to have actual conversations with to class or smile and wave at acquain
tances.
people.
Resist the urge to talk on your phone in
Take away our AIM and our text mes
saging and we are lost. Our social skills the library, at the gym or any other place
have reverted to typing in messages on where common courtesy dictates that you
the cell phone keypad or banging away on silence your phone.
Go outside to have the conversation if
the keyboard for hours having an intense
necessary.
Remember that although it is
conversation.
entertaining
to talk on the phone, text mes
Granted, it is a lot easier to hold a con
versation via texting or AIM, because then sage, instant message friends and listen to
your iPod, you may be shutting yourself
you can think before responding.
out
from the real world and losing social
But, you also have to be able to read
between the lines, and figure out what the skills in the process.
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Campus wide advertising says "I'm attractive"
Brett Cameron
Guest Writer

While walking across campus the other
day I came to the conclusion that the fall
semester is now in full swing. How can I
tell, you ask?
Well, I can tell because of the many fly
ers that undergrads have slapped down all
over the sidewalks with various forms of
masking tape (the blue painter's tape being
the most popular).
All these flyers take me back to my
younger days when I tried to put out a few
of my own around campus advertising
the fact that I was single and looking for
love.
It didn't exactly work out the way I
hoped it would, but fortunately for me I met
the love of my life, Doris, on eHarmony.
com and we have never been happier. That
is what 29 different levels of compatibility
can do for you.
But back to the flyers, they seem to come
from two main groups: 1) homecoming
court nominees and 2) candidates for fresh
men AS senator.
I think that everyone would agree that
homecoming is a pretty vital part of the
USD experience, and since we only want
attractive people to represent us as king and
queen, using flyers makes sense.
Anybody can exaggerate their endow
ments on a two dimensional sheet of paper

Students often walk on flyers posted on the ground.

much better than they can in real
life. Besides, sometimes you get
what you voted for, such as with our
recently elected Homecoming King
Rhett Buttle and Queen Domina
Nyinawinyange.
But what about freshman AS
senator? Does a flyer really justify
voting for someone who will shape
our very futures? I say yes, and I
will say yes again.
Now, I will admit that I have no

RYAN BRENNEN/THE VISTA

idea what AS does, and I have never
actually voted in an AS election, but
that is where the magic of these flyers
comes in.
You really don't have to know any
thing about AS or what a candidate
plans to do because the flyers make the
decision for you.
Of course, I would not want to com
promise my journalistic integrity by
publicly endorsing any one candidate,
but I feel that it is my duty as a human

being to at least point you in the direc
tion of one in particular.
This is why I am writing to you all
today. Some kid's "tears cure cancer
... If he only cried." I myself cried
when I read that one, and then I began
writing.
I suppose the whole "Chuck Norris
Facts" thing that was relatively interest
ing in fall 2005 is worth rediscovering
and then ripping off in order to win
freshman elections in 2006. I mean, this
is America, isn't it?
I also didn't know that leaning over a
mini-fridge filled with water was funny,
but apparently it is.
These flyers are revolutionary in
their simplicity and powerful messages,
such as "Uhm ... I'm awesome. Vote
for me."
Let's be honest, these flyers are infi
nitely more interesting than those ran
dom flyers promoting some discussion
on some topic nobody was questioning
in the first place, such as whether or not
truth exists or even "Darfur" for that
matter. It's not as if we are all living
a lie.
I am a little disappointed, however,
that one flyer doesn't involve the phrase
"You stay classy San Diego," but it
looks like someone else already beat
us to that one.
Oh well, you can't win them all.

SAT scores improving High obesity rates in the
Hunter Barns
Staff Writer

This year's freshman class boasts a
higher average SAT score than previous
classes at USD: 1174.
My own SAT score was much higher
than this, and there are certainly times I
feel I shortchanged myself by applying to
USD. But then again, I did not come here
to leam, I came here to chase the love of
my life after high school.
What does this allegedly "high" average
SAT score mean in terms of our freshman
class? Absolutely nothing.
In fact, recent trends show that the SAT
has of late proved so problematic in the col
lege application process that it, along with
The College Board, should be eliminated
altogether.
Last March, The College Board, the non
profit organization that administers scores
and maintains records of the SAT, reported
that over 4,000 high-school students na
tionwide received incorrect scores on the
October 2005 SAT because of a computer
glitch allegedly caused by excessive mois
ture on answer sheets.
By April, The College Board reported
4,411 of the 495,000 October test-takers
received incorrectly low scores, 83 per
cent of them off by 40 points or less on the
2,400-point exam. One score was off by
450 points.
Although The College Board insists that
the mistakes that led to last fall's incorrect
exams will be fixed and that the problem
was an isolated incident, the organization's
reputation as a supposedly non-profit,
fair institution has been damaged by the
mistake.
Moreover, this gives rise to the question

of whether the SAT should continue
to be used in college admissions.
The number of schools that have
allowed the SAT to be optional in
the application process has almost
tripled over the last ten years and
many schools are currently rethink
ing admissions criteria regarding
standardized tests.
Originally developed after World
War II when returning GIs applied to
colleges in large numbers, the SAT
allowed for admissions officers to
cut through stacks of applicants by
making the exam score a consider
able factor in admission criteria.
Subsequently, the exam has been
revised several times, and many
high-school students take prep
courses that promise to raise an
applicant's score.
How have these recent revisions
(namely the writing section, which
should be taken out to pasture and
shot) and the prevalence of SAT
classes helped to level the playing
field for potential applicants? They
have not.
The SAT is biased and should be
eliminated from admissions criteria
because it can be taught- that is,
affluent families can pay for SAT
prep courses that are guaranteed to
increase scores.
This offsets any advantage given
low-class applicants through af
firmative action in college admis
sions.
Oh well, let's give our freshman
a pat on the back anyway. They
need all the encouragement they
can get.

US raise concerns

Pollutants can affect weight-control
ling hormones, sleep deprivation slows
Guest Writer
our metabolisms, and modem technol
Throughout the decades, Americans ogy reduces the need to be active.
Our weight is affected by many dif
have slowly become more aware of
various forms of eating disorders and ferent elements and is not simply depen
the negative effects they have on so dent upon the eater's level of restraint.
Even though weight is not solely
ciety.
However, the focus has been on an dependent on personal choices, it is im
orexia and bulimia, thus concentrating portant for people to take responsibility
on the dangers of under eating rather for themselves.
Take the year 2002, when a class ac
than the dangers of over eating.
These dangers may include heart tion suit was filed against McDonalds,
accusing the corporation of causing
failure, heart attack or blood clotting.
Though a large percentage of the American obesity.
While we should make some allow
nation suffers from obesity, Americans
still remain relatively ignorant about the ances for external causes of obesity,
causes of the disease.
blaming an entire corporation for forc
According to American Demograph ing obesity upon America is a little
ics, 23 percent of obese people in the extreme.
world live in the United States, while
At some point, we must stop blaming
five percent live in Mexico. This is an outside influences and take personal re
enormous percentage, considering the sponsibility for the state of our health.
population of the U.S.
Asking the government to intervene,
The widespread, accepted explana be it through court decision or legisla
tion for obesity is that it is the result of tion, is allocating too large a degree of
our own personal accountability onto
laziness and overindulgence.
Admittedly, in some cases these the state.
explanations are valid. However,
We aren't force-fed unhealthy foods,
there are other underlying health and nor are we chained inside to our com
environmental issues that have changed puters and televisions; we make these
across the decades and have added to decisions on our own using whatever
the epidemic.
logic and rationale we see fit.
Unnoticed are the effects that sleep
As individuals we must make an
deprivation, pollution, modem technol effort to reduce our exposure to con
ogy and numerous other factors have on ditions that cause obesity instead of
a person's weight.
legislating these conditions away.

Marie Rafanan
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New Wal-Mart job policy will effect thousands
Racheael Cumbo
Guest Writer

Recently, America's largest
private employer, Wal-Mart, is
attempting to create a new policy
in order to establish a cheaper,
more flexible workforce.
In reviewing the facts, the
recent policy changes reveal
a frightening reality in busi
ness ethics used today. The
plan is to "weed out" as many
long-term employees, who are
receiving higher wages than
those with short-term, increas
ing shift spaces for nights and
weekends.
This will also do away with
the annual wage increase for
employees by capping wages
and removing benefits. Clearly,
Wal-Mart's corporate decision
makers have felt the repercus
sions from the three year drop in
stock prices on Wall Street.
Last Fri. Sept. 29, the price
of a Wal-Mart share was $49.32,
down 10 percent from what it
was three years ago. However,
corporate advisors are advocat
ing Wal-Mart's new plan.
"They need to be doing some
of this," Charles Grom, an
analyst at J. P. Morgan Chase
said, to the New York Times
on Oct. 2.
It lets the company schedule
employees "when they are gen
erating most of their sales — at
lunch, in the evening, and on the
weekends."
Likewise, Wal-Mart's edito
rial response on Oct. 9 publicly
stated that they have embraced
such new policies in order to
better serve their customers.
In justifying the unfortunate

Wal*
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If Wal-Mart is so desper
conditions that lay ahead for cur
rent Wal-Mart employees, Wal- ate to please their customers,
Mart executives justify the unfor should they also be taking into
tunate conditions for employees by consideration the satisfaction
noting the similar changes being of their 1.3 million employees
who undoubtedly shop at Walmade by Sears and Target.
It is important to note the severe Mart too?
Company changes have
changes that Wal-Mart workers
visibly
gone into effect. Nu
will endure in the coming year as
merous investment analysts
a result of the policy changes.
Employees that make them and store managers say that
selves available for both evening Wal-Mart executives wish to
and daytime shifts are placed at increase the number of partthe top of the list for receiving time employees to 40 percent
preferred shifts according to New from 20 percent.
Though Wal-Mart officials
York Times interviews with some
deny this, company officials
employees.
This brings up a concern that noted that the number of partemployees with family members time employees has gone up
and other obligations will miss out from 20 percent in October
on the opportunity to receive their 2005 to 25-30 percent this
month.
preferred schedule for the week.
Also, the number of partLikewise, employees at or near
the wage cap will no longer enjoy time employees will lower
an annual wage after a long and Wal-Mart's health care enroll
ment, because they will have
dedicated year.

The Vista

commitment to accuracy
See a mistake in this issue?
Send corrections and clarifi
cations to Managing Editor
Vanessa Guzman by email:
vguzman@usdvista.com or
call: (619) 260-4584

Corrections for last week:
Page 7, Shukrije Gashi did not estab
lish the Council for the Defense of Hu
man Rights, but supported its founders
Motrat Qiriazi (Sisters Qiriazi)
Page 12, Staff Writer Sam Woolley

to wait to be approved.
One example of decreased
healthcare already implemented
is where employees with back
or leg problems have suddenly
been ordered by managers to no
longer use stools during their
shifts as greeters, cashiers, etc.
After years of being allowed
to use stools in the store, em
ployees are forced to regret
tably conclude that those who
have bodily weaknesses or
injuries are being weeded out,
despite their time serving the
company.
The fact that Wal-Mart is the
largest privately owned retail
employer in the US, grossing
$312 billion in sales in 2005
(which is more than the fol
lowing five leading retailers
combined) sets up a problematic
stage for employees of other big
retail companies in America
who are trying to keep up.

In order to remain in competi
tive stance with Wal-Mart, other
leading retailers such as Target
and Sears have already imple
mented similar policies.
Human resources experts
say that the effectiveness of
Wal-Mart's plan will outweigh
the drawbacks of having less
experienced, less financially
motivated employees.
In her memo sent last year
to Wal-Mart's board, M. Susan
Chambers, Wal-Mart's new ex
ecutive vice president in charge
of human resources, made it
clear that Wal-Mart is question
ing whether it is cost efficient
to employ long-term workers.
"Given the impact of tenure on
wages and benefits," Chambers
said, "the cost of an associate
with seven years of tenure is
almost 55 percent more than
the cost of an associate with
one year of tenure, yet there is
no difference in his or her pro
ductivity."
With the facts laid in front
of us, it is now up to Americans
to come to the conclusion that
retail companies are flexing their
muscles so much that competi
tion seems to be dangerously
close to a literal survival of the
fittest.
The weak and ill are being
weeded out of employment
places, and left jobless and de
feated, and the experienced are
tossed out on the street.
We must ask, where are we
headed, as a nation? As col
lege students, nearing the days
of "real-life employment," do
we face similar treatment and
conditions, regardless of our
diplomas?

Letters to the Editor
change it.
defense.
From the Bible:
With blood draining from
Genesis 25:
his tortured body, he is taunted
And God made the beasts of
by the Torero until the final
the
earth according to its kind,
We should campaign to deathly blow is delivered.
Is this the kind of athletic and cattle according to its kind,
change the mascot, not name
him. By naming the mascot, representation we want our and all creepers of the ground
according to its kind. And God
we embrace what he is and teams to be driven by?
It's a symbol that, as a mas saw that it was good.
does.
30: And to every beast of
Frankly, I don't see how a cot, says "we play unfair, we
the
earth, and to all birds of the
Torero fits into anything that cheat to win and we don't care
heavens,
and to every creeper
about the savagery of our ac
the University represents.
on the earth which has in it a
A Torero is a Matador tions towards our opponent."
Looking at the Bible and into living soul, every green plant is
that assists in the brutal and
senseless slaughter of one the interpretation of Catholic for food. And it was so.
of God's creatures for the Social Thought, the doctrines
Cheance Adaire,
amusement of a blood-thirsty that we are using as guidelines
Systems Manager,
to lead a better life and become
crowd.
USD Mail Services
role models to our families and
To make the playing field
"fair" the bull is drugged be friends, I'm appalled that, in
Submit your letter
deciding a college mascot, we
fore he enters the arena .
He is then stabbed in the have chosen to embrace an icon
to the editor at
neck, severing his muscles that depicts everything we are
smiller@usdvista.com
and making it impossible opposed to.
Don't name the mascot,
for him to raise his head in

Torero mascot thought to
be unfit for Catholic Uni
versity
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This Halloween, rediscover your inner child
Bridget Dixon
Guest Writer
Ringing doorbells, pulling
the guts and seeds from the
insides of soon-to-be grinning
jack-o-lanterns, amassing piles
of sweets that will keep me on
a sugar high till Christmas...
Oh the fond memories of Hal
loween.
Alas, as I walk down the
streets of PB, I find that the
displays for this holiday don't
really arouse the same nostalgia
they once did.
When did this innocent night
of playing dress-up transform
into an occasion where I am now
allowed the opportunity to dress
in a style so contradictory of our
social norms?
These new, more risque cos
tumes no longer scare little chil
dren, but rather serve to scare the
older, aging crowd.
Don't misunderstand my
point however; I'm not being
judgmental here. I won't deny

the fact that under my bed I
store costumes of years past that
include a French maid and pirate
wench.
Even I can understand the ap
peal of feeling sexy and desired
can have for a person's personal
self-image.
I'm more interested in know
ing where the simple joys of
October 31st disappeared in
our shift into high school and
beyond. That being said, is it a
possibility to bring them back as
college students despite the real
ity that we would probably have
cops called on us if we attempted
to procure candy from our Linda
Vista neighbors?
Personally, I think it's pos
sible: the spirit of Halloween can
live on for this 21-year-old.
This year, I plan on carving
the best pumpkin ever, especially
since I can now use the sharper
knife from the drawer without
parental supervision.
I plan on melting caramel and
sticking ripe apples in it, which I

can enjoy now because I lack the
braces of yore.
I plan on renting "The Exor
cist" and watching it after the
sun has gone down, because
even though it will still give me
nightmares despite my current
age, I'm capturing the spirit of
Halloween.
Finally, I plan on finding an
additional occasion to wear my
costume other than at a party or
local drinking establishment.
I'll start by wearing it right
here on the USD campus, when
I help spread the spirit of Hallow
een to the youth of Linda Vista.
Disguised as little Power
Rangers, Pokemans, and Disney
Princesses, they will come to
the UC on Oct. 27 to traverse
the carnival in.the forum and
trick-or-treat around Maher for
the Center for Awareness Service
and Action's annual Trick-OrTreat Night.
Yes, this may be a shameful
plug for community service, but
who doesn't love getting a big

ADENA JANSEN/THE VISTA

On October 27th the Center for Awareness, Service and Action will
host their annual Halloween Carnival at USD.

candy-filled, open mouth smile
from a Clifford the Big Red Dog
in a stroller?

Find the spirit of Halloween
inside yourself, USD, and re
claim your childhood.

Ten Republicans who deserve to be remembered for elections

Amy English
Associate Editor
In the past twelve months,
there have been a few people,
(ten, to be precise), who have
embarrassed their political party,
or more importantly, their coun
try. Ironically, all of these people
are Republicans.
So I'm not desperate for
death threats, and I don't mean
to intentionally anger readers,
but as a permanent resident
of the United States (not to be
confused with citizen), I have
no voting power, and therefore,
must exercise my freedom of
speech. Having taken no kick
backs of bribes from liberal
constituents, I have amassed a
list of notably maligned politi
cal players.

1. Ann Coulter is so radical
that she almost falls off the right
wing/left wing continuum. I
used to respect Ann Coulter in
the past few years, but I almost
choked when, on Fox News,
she stated that she believed that
former President Bill Clinton
was a homosexual. Coulter lost
even more credibility when she
blasted inappropriate and hurt
ful remarks, towards widows of
9/11 victims, calling them being
"self-obsessed" and implying
that they had benefited from their
husbands' deaths.
2. Former San Diego Repre
sentative of the House, Randy
"Duke" Cunningham, ended
his term in politics, and started
a new term in a North Carolina
prison, lasting eight years and
four months. Although many
politicians have been found
guilty of bribery in the past, the
fact that Cunningham jeopar
dized his dignified governmental
position for money, yachts, and
Persian rugs, is disgusting.
3. We may never know the
truth behind the allegations
brought against former Repre
sentative (and House Majority

Leader) Tom DeLay, but one
thing we can be certain of is that
his fiscal activities are shrouded
in suspicion. Trips to England,
his intriguing relationship with
Jack Abramoff and his antici
pated resignation all illustrate his
wary character which was detri
mental to American politics.
4. Jack Abramoff was once
considered a Republicans best
friend until he was caught ac
cepting bribes and conducting
other fraudulent activity. Lob
bying rules are ambiguous,
but do not dismiss his immoral
actions.
5. First and foremost, a high
government official should never
answer to a name like "Scooter".
It has been a while since we
have heard news from former
Chief of Staff to the Vice Presi
dent, Lewis "Scooter" Libby,
but that's due in part to his
indictment for criminal felony
charges, in which he faces up to
thirty years and $1.25 million in
fines. The fact that he commonly
known as "Dick Cheney's Dick
Cheney" is humorous, but also
frightening.
6. The fact that Karl Rove

is known as a mastermind of
political strategy makes liber
als cringe. It eases my fears that
his intelligent mind is utilized
by the Republicans but can he
contribute more to this world
other than propagandist schemes
to win elections? He should
tackle more challenging issues,
such as improving the Presidents
popularity ratings.
7 - 9. I do not want to spend
too much time on our incom
petent tri-fecta, but allow me
give you some food-for-thought
on our leading men. Secretary
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
plunged us into war, citing
Iraq's possession of weapons of
mass destruction which never
surfaced. President Bush stated
that the only people that could
convince him to leave Iraq are
his wife and his dog, Sparky. Its
scary to imagine the leader of the
free world taking advice from a
dog. Dick Cheney has been tak
ing the war into his own hands,
but it would be nice if Cheney
could aim his arsenal at greedy
oil companies, and not hunting
buddies.
10. I have sympathy for

strong, ethical Republicans
who are losing public support
due to the appalling behavior
of former House Representa
tive Mark Foley. Making matters worse was Speaker of the
House Dennis Hastert's sluggish
response to Foley's sexually explicit messages to House pages.
With less than a month until Mid
Term elections, just how much
can Republicans reclaim their
respectability?
Questionable activity occurs
on both sides of the political
spectmm and should not repre
sent the actions of a whole party.
However, it would be irrespon
sible for voters to not consider
these significant events and the
people who carried them out
when they go to the polls.
In order to create a balance of
politics, I invite anyone who can
identify ten Democrats whose
behavior in the past year is com
parable to the individuals on the
list I have presented. Otherwise,
I will take the opportunity to
present ten Democrats who have
managed to improve this country
in the past year. I will start with
A1 Gore.

Ashley McLean ^^ Opinion Cartoon: Facebook m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s
rOh

my god, Sue! This girl^\ /And he posted back! She saysj
Kari, totally posted on my
I she's looking for a relationship 1
i boyfriend, Jeffs wall!
J I and random play!
J

laByBdm
rf >• -rm / ~ 1 v nHkXxry

/Yeah, but so is she! What do\
1 -x - i
f Tina, I'm \ | I do? It's our year anniversary!
®®T
j so sorry.
v tomorrow.
V
InB, »• A J You need to
I
dump him.
\
He doesn't
[ }." pn
\ deserve
fit .fT\ tn. W"1 f
\
Brw) W 1 ]/ Tina>
\
QLJ y°u! Are
fflk » JLa cancel the J
Mb 1H| you still in I
11relationship]
»
jMUhis top 8? jj1 yK
1

' n T p * H—

Message History
10.09.06 9:17 p.m.
Greg: Hey, what happened with
you and Tina, man?

10.09.06 10:31 p.m.
Jeff: 1 don't know. 1 got home
and wasn't "in a relation
ship" anymore. Sue said
1 shouldn't have been
cheating on her with Kari
or something? But the
only Kari 1 know is my
cousin...

*

j

I

j
j

;

18
Thursday, October 12, 2006

The Vista

Arts & Culture
Andrew Marzoni

Obscure films and the
art of sounding brilliant

Arts & Culture Editor

amarzoni@usdvista.com

The Killers release new album
"Sam's Town" shows evidence of
maturity but lacks solid identity

played by Peter Falk, to commit her
to a mental institution. Cassavetes' no
nonsense camera work and dirt-underthe-nails dialogue is masterful at worst
in revealing the darker side of familial
relationships.

Andrew Marzoni
Arts & Culture Editor
Making small talk is hard. When I
go to parties, art shows or other events
where I'm bound to meet people and
engage in soulless, inconsequential
conversation about the status of my
life, I'm rather uncomfortable and tend
to keep my mouth shut. Especially in
the event that the dreaded question,
"What do you do?" arises - and it almost
always does. How am I to answer that?
The most obvious answer, of course,
is to say that I'm a student, however,
that makes me sound like I don't know
anything yet - an impression I surely
don't want people to have of me. I
could say that I'm a writer, but that is
always followed up by, "Oh, have you
published anything?" In this case I could
either blatantly lie (which isn't always
a bad decision), or reply truthfully and
say, "No, not yet." But this makes me
look like a failure, and I certainly don't
want that.
This is why, in such situations, I refer
to myself as a Pop Culture Analyst.
Now, as far as I'm concerned, this
doesn't mean anything except for the
fact that I watch a lot of television,
read a lot of magazines, pay attention
to current trends and complain about
all of them. However, it does sound
impressive.
One facet of being a Pop Culture
Analyst is a rather extensive appreciation
and knowledge of the art of film. To be
completely honest, I didn't like movies
at all (in fact, I kind of despised them)
until I was seventeen years old and
decided that 1 should like them. It's
somewhat ironic that film is now one
of my primary passions. With that said,
as a Pop Culture Analyst, I would like
to share with you some of my favorite
films. Like everyone knows, the more
obscure your taste is, the cooler you are.
Thus, I present the top five films that
you've probably never heard of.

"L'Eclisse" (1962)
Italy's Michelangelo Antonioni
presents an expose on superficiality
and materialism in modern society in
the typical Italian fashion: against the
backdrop of a doomed, torrid love af
fair. The script is full of philosophical
conceits and is filmed taking advantage
of strong visual metaphors. Though
not Antonioni's best work, it is one of
the better of his black and white films,
which are too often ignored.
"Gegen die Wand (Head-On)"
(2004)
This fast paced, illicitly sexual
German film tells the story of an
unsuspecting couple: Cahit, a middleaged punk, and Sibel, a rebellious
yet sheltered young woman. The
two marry because Sibel, a Turkish
immigrant, wants to leave the wing of
her ultra-protective family and Cahit
also happens to be Turkish. Their
business-like arrangement, however,
goes awry when the two actually fall
for each other and Cahit is incarcerated
for murder.
"The Brown Bunny" (2003)
Vincent Gallo's extremely self-in
dulgent road movie is best known for
the highly-publicized spat between
Gallo and critic Roger Ebert as a
result of Ebert's calling the film the
worst to ever appear at Sundance, as
well as the infamous ten-minute long,
un-simulated sex scene between Gallo
and co-star Chloe Sevigny. However,
Gallo's film is a shockingly in-depth
and beautifully shot study of the pains
of loneliness, regret and motorcycles
and is a prime example of unimportant
publicity issues giving a great film a
bad reputation.

"Or (My Treasure)" (2004)
This tragic Israeli film tells the
story of Or, a high school student in
Tel Aviv who is driven to work as a
prostitute because her mother becomes
too sick to pay the bills by walking
the streets herself. This sheds light
"A Woman Under the Influence" on a commonly overlooked, terribly
unfortunate societal dilemma, made
(1974)
John Cassavetes, the master of 1970s sympathetic by Dana Ivgy in the title
cinema verite, wrote and directed this role.
So put the movies on your Netflix
emotionally intense psychological study
of a woman suffering from mental ill queue or don't. Just be assured that
ness. Gena Rowlands (nominated for an these films probably won't be available
Academy Award for Best Actress) stars at Blockbuster. And maybe, just maybe,
as Mabel Longhetti, a young housewife if you're well-versed enough in more
and mother of three whose schizophren like these, you'll be able to claim the
ic tendencnA-foroe fcfpusband Nick, title of Pop Culture Analyst.

www.thekillersmusic.com
Brandon Flowers, Mark Stoermer, Ronnie Vanucci Jr. and Dave Keuning of The Killers.

Adie Ludwig

Staff Writer

The Killers released their highly
anticipated album titled "Sam's Town"
on Oct. 3. The album is the follow-up
to 2004's "Hot Fuss," which sold five
million copies worldwide.
On their debut album, "Hot Fuss,"
the Killers channeled musical talents
from the 80s, like The Cure and Duran
Duran. For "Sam's Town," the quartet
ditched the clean-shaven, pretty-boy
look, complete with suits and make-up.
Instead, they adopted an Old West theme
complete with scruffy faces to change
their new image.
"Sam's Town" is named after a not-soglamorous casino that is located off the
Las Vegas Strip. It's where the Vegasbased band got some of their first gigs,
so it's no wonder that they named their
sophomore album after it.
"The songs are smarter, musically
and lyrically," said lead singer Brandon
Flowers on Island Records' website.
"Mark, Ronnie and Dave are better play
ers now. I think we sound really strong
and confident."
Although many argue that this album
is at times vocally weak, the lyrics con
tain more depth than "Hot Fuss," which
was a compilation of demos.
The Killers teamed up with legendary
producers Flood and Alan Moulder who
worked on U2's "Pop" and the Smash
ing Pumpkins' "Mellon Collie and the
Infinite Sadness."
It's evident that the Killers wrote
their songs while on the road. Their
first single, "When You Were Young,"
contains the lyrics, "We're burning down
the skyline/ On the back of a hurricane
that started turning."
"Uncle Jonny" is a song about a

cokehead in a bad situation ("This door
is so high/ My life is oblivious to you").
Then there is "The River is Wild," which
contains less than deep metaphors that
compare the flowing water of a river to
a relationship.
Also, the album contains an "enterlude" and "exitlude" that attempt to
create the feeling that the listener came
to visit them at the casino. Some of the
lyrics are, "We hope you enjoyed your
stay/ It's good to have you with us even
if it's just for a day." The background
music resembles something from a
saloon, and the only real function they
have is as filler.
Overall, the album is a tribute to the
blue skies and the vast diversity of land
that makes America unique. However,
this album tries to emulate the Killer's
newfound inspiration, Bruce Springs
teen's "Born to Run," almost too closely.
It's one thing to have an inspiration, but
it's another to shadow it.
"Sam's Town" is a departure from the
band's new wave sound. Obviously the
Killers wanted to expand their music, but
in the process they have lost part of their
original identity.
I don't know whether I should com
mend them for trying something different
or dismiss them as a band that is trying
too hard.
I wouldn't say this is a bad CD be
cause I do believe there are some good
songs like "Read My Mind" and "Why
Do I Keep Counting?" The only problem
is that you have to dig for them due to the
overproduction of the album.
Many neo-new wave bands that have
attempted to try something new eventu
ally create their own demise. The Killers
won't fall into their steps, but in the pro
cess they may leave some of their indie
disco fans beneath the desert sand.
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Fear is at the center of USD's production of "The Crucible"
Andrew Marzoni
Arts & Culture Editor
When asked about the USD Theatre
Program's main stage production this
semester, Diana Alvarez, senior, says,
"The play is about hysteria. Massive
hysteria due to fear." The play she's
referring to is Arthur Miller's "The
Crucible," and the hysteria and fear
that she speaks of have little to do with
the approaching Halloween season.
Miller's play, written in 1952, finds
its setting in the Salem Witch Trials
of 1692. However, the play's themes
seem to hold true even outside of the
seventeenth century. Alvarez, a theatre
arts major who plays Abigail Williams
in the production, emphasizes the play's
relevance, "This is a point in our society
that we're experiencing the witch trials.
We are targeting groups, innocent groups
that are unvoiced. That message that I
want the audience to capture is that we
need to react to this in a more intelligent
manner, instead of just breaking out in
hysteria once again."
Miller wrote the play at the height of
the Red Scare, largely as an allegory for
the unjust accusations of the McCarthy
trials. Miller himself was imprisoned
in 1956 for refusing to testify. The play
centers on a witchcraft scare that takes
place in the Puritan town of Salem,
Massachusetts. The local clergyman,
Reverend Parris, discovers that a group
of the town's girls have attempted to
conjure spirits in the woods with Tituba,
a slave. These girls, led by Abigail
Williams, avoid severe punishment
by accusing various members of the
town of witchcraft. Among the accused
is Elizabeth Proctor, who Abigail has
particular contention with, as Abigail is
in love with Elizabeth's husband, John.
Mayhem ensues as fingers are pointed
at more innocent people and ultimately,

Andrew Marzoni/The Vista
Carter Cassidy and Diana Caughlin as John Proctor and his wife Elizabeth, rehearse
a scene for the USD production of Arthur Miller's "The Crucible" in the Studio The-

ffie%gal system fails them all.
and bring out our characters more."
"The Crucible" has a reputation for
In describing why he was initially
being both studied and performed in high attracted to the piece, Dr. Hay says,
schools, often because of its historical "Miller, for me, is the premier American
value. Andrew Miles, junior and theatre playwright. He died a year ago. I think
arts major who plays Reverend John it's appropriate that we do something in
Hale, disputes the play's juvenile conno honor of his life. Miller is the conscience
tations. "We are trying to take this play of America - that's how he's referred
to the next level," Miles said. USD's to in Europe. We're at a time when we
production of "The Crucible" is directed need to listen to our conscience and our
by Dr. David Hay, the director of the awareness. Miller is dealing with a sub
Theatre Arts Program. The production ject matter that is still very basic to the
consists of a cast of nineteen actors, a American character, and I think we're at
rather ambitious number considering a time when that needs to be recognized
the size of the Studio Theatre as well and talked about."
as the mere six weeks of rehearsal the
Carter Cassidy, a senior, who plays
cast has to produce the play. Alvarez, a John Proctor in the production expresses
theatre veteran who has been in a num similar sentiments in terms of the play's
ber of USD productions including, most timeliness, "You can still draw parallels
recently, "The Grapes of Wrath" and today in modern society of the dangers
"Songs for a New World," describes the of going on a witch hunt." Cassidy, a
process as, "one of the fastest processes political science major, continues say
that I've been in. David knows what he ing, "The more inherent political mes
wants already. We're trying to explore sages are to be aware of what's going on

around you, and not to get caught up in
some dizzy, mob-like mentality, which
is very easy for the American public to
do." Cassidy believes that one of the
most important messages in "The Cru
cible" is to "be aware of those in power.
They're very capable and often do make
mistakes."
Another interesting aspect of this
production is a new level of facultystudent collaboration in the Theatre
Department. Dr. Eric Pierson, Chair of
the Communications Department, acts
in the play as Giles Corey. This kind of
collaboration is nothing new to Pierson,
who received his undergraduate degree
in acting. "I come from a tradition where
there are student-faculty productions all
the time. What happens is that you look
to the actors who are more experienced
to help. It's like you learn from each
other." However, Pierson adds that the
adjustment was difficult at first. "What
I forgot, because I haven't performed
in a long time, is how much work it is.
I'd actually forgotten what it's like to
be here six nights a week, three or four
hours a night working on your craft."
All in all, the actors seem proud of
their work thus far and excited for the
USD community to witness the out
come. Pierson points out that, "I think
that people are going to come away from
the production really thoughtful, and
I think that's one of the goals of good
theatre: people thinking about what
they've just seen. I'm very excited about
that part of it."
"The Crucible" runs at USD's Studio
Theatre from Oct. 24 through the 29
and tickets are available at the UC Box
Office. Those interested are encouraged
to buy their tickets soon, as the intimate
size of the theatre allows for an audience
of only one hundred people each night
and tickets have already been selling
rapidly.

Editor's Picks 10/12 -10/18
Thursday October 12

Friday October 13

Sunday October 15

Ozma @
House of Blues
1055 5th Ave.
San Diego, California 92101

The Hold Steady @
Brick by Brick
1130 Buenos Ave.
San Diego, California 92110

The Germs @
House of Blues
1055 5th Ave.
San Diego, California 92101

"Half Nelson" closes @
La Jolla Village Cinemas
8879 Villa La Jolla Dr.
La Jolla, California 92037

"Fanfan la Tulipe" opens @
Landmark's Ken Cinema
4061 Adams Ave.
San Diego, California 92116

Monday October 16

Wednesday October 18

Wednesday October 18 (cont'd.)

Meena Alexander reads @
Manchester Auditorium
University of San Diego

Ladytron @
Belly Up Tavern
143 South Cedros Ave.
Solana Beach, California 92075

Joan Baez @
Humphrey's
2241 Shelter Island Dr.
San Diego, California 92110

Project Runway Season 3
Finale
10:00 PM on Bravo

www.ladytron.com
Ladytron plays at The Belly Up Tavern this Wednesday
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The Hold Steady releases their third
album " Boys and Girls in America"
Christie Osborne
Staff Writer
Charlemagne was King of
the Franks, Father of Modern
Europe, right? Or is he a teen
age street rat, pulling off scams
and running numbers for gam
blers? If you are more familiar
with the latter, you have already
been introduced to the hyperintellectual and drug-infused
world of The Hold Steady.
What other band would place
William Butler Yeats at a Min
nesota party, or place Nelson
Algren in the same scene as
post-adolescent Midwesterners
in the twenty-first century?
THS hails from Brooklyn,
but the band holds strong ties
to the Twin Cities area as lead
singer Craig Finn previously
sang with Minneapolis-based
indie rockers Lifter Puller. On
Oct. 3, THS released their third
full-length album, "Boys and
Girls in America" on Vagrant
Records.
The album pulls its title from
Beat-bible "On the Road" where
narrator Sal Paradise notes,
"Boys and girls in America
have such a sad time togeth

er"—which is directly quoted
in the opening track, "Stuck
Between Stations." Picking up
where 2005's "Separation Sun
day" left off, "Boys and Girls"
represents the third chapter in
the serial narration of a group
of youngsters rooted in the
Twin Cities. Finn chronicles
the party, sex, and drug-filled
lives of Holly (short for Hal
lelujah), Charlemagne, Judas,
and Gideon.
Musically, the band tight
ens up guitar licks and Finn's
Sprechstimme vocal stylings—
think a mix between yelling and
singing—are harmonized more
completely.
In songs like "The Soft
Light," and "Massive Nights,"
the vocals jive and jam with
the music rather than working
against it to create cacophony
in the vein of "Separation"
songs "Chicago Seemed Tired
Last Night" and "Your Little
Hoodrat Friend." The album
rocks from beginning to end,
full of riveting guitar solos and
jamming pianos; it even throws
in a concertina and some soulful
harmonica to mix things up.
Lyrics on the new album lack
the power of those on 2004's

"Almost Killed Me" and Sepa
ration, however. On the first
two albums, the songs could
easily stand alone as poems,
but the band used its unique
musical flair to add a punch to
the lines riddled with literary
references.
Upon first listening, it ap
pears that on "Boys and Girls"
the themes of teenage apathy
and impatience are lost among
the heavy drug references, and
the album lacks the cohesiveness of their sophomore release.
However, upon closer listening,
songs like "You Can Make Him
Like You" and "Southtown
Girls" encourage the characters
to escape the scene in which
they have trapped themselves,
urging them to branch out and
settle down.
After multiple spins, this
album emerges as musically
airtight while still maintaining
THS's entirely unique sound.
This should be an instant hip
ster fave.
After racking musical li
braries, you may find bands
that these Brooklynites see as
influences, but you'll be hardpressed to pin them to a specific
lineage of music.

The Vista

What are you
listening to?
This is where we tell you
what should be on your iPod

Christie Osborne's Top 10 solo artists of all time
Bob Dylan
Janis Joplin
Bruce Springsteen
Joni Mitchell
Iggy Pop
Roy Orbison
Elvis Presley
Chuck Berry
Tom Petty
Thorn Yorke
Andrew Marzoni's Top 10 solo artists of all time
Bob Dylan
John Lennon
Miles Davis
Leonard Cohen
Morrissey
Elliott Smith
Lou Reed
Stevie Wonder
Serge Gainsbourg
Ryan Adams

Christopher Durang's bizarre play comes to life at the REP
Sam Woolley
Staff Writer

Global Warming, Yoda, 9/11,
nuclear warfare, Gandalf, Skylab, death, life, Chicken Little,
reincarnation, Bardo - all are
ingredients of the San Diego
Repertory Theatre's new play
"Miss Witherspoon." As you may
have already guessed it's a little
on the eclectic side.
The play follows the many
lives of one woman, Veronica
(played by Melinda Gilb), and
is set largely in a Zen-like wait
ing room in the afterlife. In the
beginning the audience learns
that Veronica committed suicide
sometime in the 1990s, and that
her death was a delayed reac
tion to the mid 70s space station
Skylab. Apparently she simply
couldn't handle living on a planet
where man would abandon a
1,000-ton piece of metal with the
chance of it falling on her head
as she shopped at Saks. So, the
sky falls, huge chunks of metal
literally flying from the ceiling to
smash on the stage and Veronica
is stuck in the Bardo (the Tibetan
Buddhist purgatory).
Playwright Christopher Durang uses "Miss Witherspoon"
as a somewhat satirical reflection
of the very real horrors of our

world. Veronica (who is called
Miss Witherspoon after a bother
some Agatha Christie character)
has completely lost hope in the
human race. Her distaste for life
is so great that she is able to resist
reincarnating. She begs again
and again to go to the afterlife
of the Jews and Jean Paul Sartre,
which her perpetually cheerful
Indian guide Maryamma (played
by Jo Ann Glover) calls "a kind
of general anesthesia." Though
the play has quite serious under
tones, their combination with its
generally farcical nature makes
for an invigorating and thoughtprovoking comedy.
Nick Fouch's set serves its
purpose well by fitting perfectly
with the erratic atmosphere of
the play. Bits and pieces of the
set retract, one of them being
Miss Witherspoon's chair, which
time after time takes her flying
back through the doors of the
real world. The doors of different
religions are highlighted along
either side of the set and serve
to remind the audience that, in
Durang's Bardo, the afterlife is
relative to belief.
Lighting, done by Jennifer
Setlow, provides a bright con
trast to Miss Witherspoon's
"murky brown tweed suit aura."
Maryamma's character further
provides contrast to Witherspoon
in both spirit and costume. Such

Courtesy of San Diego REP
Steve Gunderson, Melinda Glib and DeAnna Driscoll of the San Diego REP's "Miss Witherspoon"

differences are played up not
only to show the extent of the lost
woman's detachment, but also
to expound on the fact that she
doesn't really fit in to the Bardo,
let alone anywhere else.
DeAnna Driscoll and Steve
Gunderson do a brilliant job
juggling their various characters.
Sylvia M'Lafi Thompson puts
forth another great performance
at the Repertory Theatre as
both a teacher and Jesus (who
is presented as a black woman
in a gaudy hat). It is, however,

Gilb that steals the show. She's
reincarnated in the form of every
thing from a frantic dog to a child
with abusive, junkie parents, and
does a thoughtful (and hilarious)
job in acting out each life.
By placing the performance
in one of the Lyceum Theater's
smaller venues the Rep has been
able to provide the intimacy
necessary for a play such as this.
Through Miss Witherspoon's
asides and the overall craziness
of the play the audience actu
ally feels they are a part of the

events taking place, rather than
just being the typical complacent
bystanders of average theatre.
The references to catastrophes
like 9/11 and global warming are
used in order to make sugges
tions about the utter foolishness
of living as if our actions do not
affect others. And though Du
rang's messages are somewhat
casual and comic, they are played
with both strength and wit. As
presented, it is indeed "a brilliant
play about the times in which
we live."

Sports
Anthony Gentile Sports Editor
The Madden jinx
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Torero of the Week: Christie Dawson
Senior middle hitter brings energy and emotion to every rally
matches this season, Dawson
has 258 kills. Her average of
3.91 kills per game is second
best on the team. Dawson
Christie Dawson plays each insists that she doesn't do
point of a volleyball match anything too special before a
with visible energy and en game.
thusiasm, leaving nothing on
"Personally, I don't really
the court. It is surprising, then, have a pre-game ritual," she
what she considers to be one of says, "I just have to have some
her favorite animals.
caffeine."
"I really like turtles," Daw
It appears that the caffeine
son said, "and I have an ad has been effective. In Satur
opted turtle."
day's match against Loyola
Her turtle's name is Crush, Marymount University, Daw
from the movie "Finding son was energetic and smiling
Nemo," but Dawson doesn't throughout, en route to an
officially know if the turtle is 11-kill,' seven-block perfor
male or female. Dawson claims mance.
that she has been heckled many
"I go into each game," Daw
times about her interest in the son said, "expecting to bring a
slow-moving, hard-shelled lot of energy on the court, to
reptiles.
bring everybody a lot of con
What Dawson most like fidence and really give every
ly hasn't been
body something
heckled about
to feed off of."
is her play as
Dawson's
a member of
in-game energy
the University
comes from her
of San Diego's
love of the game.
She started play
volleyball team.
ing volleyball in
The middle hit
ter has been an
the seventh grade
impact player
and was a fouryear letter winner
on the team
since her fresh
at Granite Hills
man year in
High School in
2003, and has
Apple Valley, Ca
lif. Since she has
started every
match since the
played volleyball
beginning of
for about a de
cade, it didn't take
her sophomore
long for Dawson
season. Daw
to think of her
son has been an
favorite parts of
all-West Coast
Conference se
Christie Dawson the game.
"Obviously
lection in each
competing," she
of her previous
said. "And hitting. Hitting the
three seasons.
"I've been really lucky," ball."
Dawson said, "because when
Dawson punishes each kill
I came in, I got a chance to attempt that she gets as if she
play as a freshman, which is were mad at the ball. And most
of the time the result is a point
very rare."
Now one of three seniors on for the Toreros.
the team, Dawson is a leader on
Dawson has as much fun
the court. Toreros' head coach off of the court as on it. She
Brent Milliard has seen Dawson said that she likes to dance,
mature during her time with sometimes even by herself, to
all kinds of music. Her favorite
the team.
"She's become a very genres include hip-hop and
confident player," Hilliard 90s. She also likes to go to the
said. "Over the years, she has beach.
"There's so much to do
struggled a little bit with her
confidence; some games she around here," Dawson said,
was high and low. Now she's "it's hard not to have fun."
In her final year at USD,
evened out and she's very com
fortable with the type of player Dawson said that she has
she is, whether it's a good learned a lot about both her
self and volleyball. After class
match or a bad match."
But Dawson hasn't had and on her way to practice, she
too many bad matches. In 18 laughs nervously about the "f'

Anthony Gentile
Sports Editor

Anthony Gentile
Sports Editor
With Shaun Alexander out
for at least another week with
a broken foot, it's official. The
Madden cover jinx is for real.
Until 1999, John Madden
had graced the cover of his pro
football video game. The sub
sequent seven players to grace
the game have been cursed.
If you don't believe me,
let's go back to 1999. That
year, Barry Sanders graced the
cover. The problem: Sanders
retired before the start of the
season.
In 2000, Eddie George was
cover boy. That year he had ca
reer highs in rushing yards and
touchdowns. Come on, there
had to be one exception.
The following year, the jinx
was back in full force with
Daunte Culpepper. Foilowing
a career year, Culpepper had
a mediocre start to the 2001
season; he missed the final
five games of the year due to
injury.
Marshall Faulk rushed for
1,000 yards in eight of his
first nine seasons. But since
his appearance on the cover
in 2002, Faulk has not reached
the 1,000-yard mark since.
In 2003, Michael Vick was
on the cover. Vick broke his
leg in a preseason game and
missed the first 11 games of the
season. The list goes on.
Ray Lewis'jinx was slight
ly delayed. After having an
average season in 2004, Lewis
missed the last 10 games of last
season with a thigh injury.
Donovan McNabb took the
jinx to a new level. He suffered
through the worst season of
his career in 2005, between
the sports hernia that cut his
season short and the feuds with
Terrell Owens.
And then to Alexander. Fie
has looked less valuable this
season. In three games prior
to injury, Alexander rushed
for only 187 yards and two
touchdowns.
Alexander is expected back
by mid-October, but maybe he
should forego the rest of this
season. That way, he might
save himself the personal
trauma.

"I go into each
game expecting
to bring a lot of
energy on the
court, to bring

everybody a lot
of confidence

PHOTOS COURTESY OF USD ATHLETICS

and really give
everybody

Last Match
Oct. 7 vs. LMU
11 kills, 7 blocks

something to
feed off of."

Result: USD 3, LMU 1

This Season
3.91 kills per game
1.23 digs per game

In her fourth year on the vol
leyball team, Christie Dawson
has become a leader. Dawson's
teammates feed off of her
energy on the court. The senior
ranks second on the team in
kills.

word: her future.
"I want to try and play over
seas, and if that doesn't work,
I really want to go to nursing
school," Dawson said.
"But either way, I'm playing
volleyball. Whether it's in the
court or on the sand, I'll always
play as long as I'm healthy."
Whether on or off the court,
Dawson will have a bright fu
ture. Even if it doesn't involve
hitting.

2006 Awards
Hilton Las Cruces Classic
all-Tournament team (Sept.
8-9)

Need media writing
experience?
Become a staff or guest
writer for The Vista.
Writers' Meetings are
every Tuesday at 12:30 in
UCI14B.
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Torero volleyball off to hot start in WCC
Thursday, October 12, 2006

Four-match win streak puts USD in sole possession of first place in conference
Nyrop and freshman libero
Andrea
Csaszi also contributed
Sports Editor
good efforts. Nyrop had 61 as
sists to direct the Torero attack
Hosting two of the West and Csaszi had 21 digs.
Coast Conference's elite clubs,
USD faced LMU on Satur
the Toreros had a great oppor day, in a match broadcasted live
tunity to separate themselves on Fox Sports Net West. Be
from the rest of the conference cause the match was televised,
last week. And they did exactly its flow was affected.
that by taking down Pepperdine
In each game, there was a
University and Loyola Mary- media timeout, a break in play
mount University.
that usually is not present. But
The Toreros headed into Toreros' head coach Brent Mill
Thursday's match against Pep iard said the additional timeouts
perdine 2-0 in conference play. were not an issue.
Senior outside hitter Kristen
"The kids really were fo
Carlson attributed the team's cused on the game," Hilliard
success to a productive week said. "Every timeout, their eyes
prior to the start of WCC play. were on me. They did a good
"When we had that week job of adapting to a situation
off we really got a steady six that they are not always used to
people on the court," Carlson and not comfortable with."
said. "Everyone knows their
USD controlled the first tivo
role; everyone got to play to games in a very tight match.
gether and we learned a lot from The Toreros won each game
preseason."
30-25, holding the Lions to a
Against Pepperdine, USD combined .100 hitting percent
won the opening game 30-28 age. However, LMU responded
and rolled 30-18 in the second. after the break by taking game
In the second game, the Tore three 30-27.
The Toreros jumped out to
ros hit .469 while limiting the
Waves to a .031 hitting percent a 7-3 lead in the fourth game,
but LMU quickly came back.
age and nine kills.
The Toreros lost the third Later in the game, USD won
game but closed out the match two points on Csaszi's serve
by winning the fourth game, to increase their lead to 20-16.
30-27. USD handed Pepper Once again, however, LMU
dine their first WCC loss of the would not go away.
season.
The Toreros were ahead
Carlson had a great all- 27-26 when the Lions called
around performance against the a timeout. This was a critical
Waves. The senior recorded 26 moment in the match.
"Whatever happens, whether
kills, 19 digs and three aces.
Sophomore setter Jessica you make a mistake or you get

Anthony Gentile

the kill on the play,
you're going to be
aggressive, it's not
going to be done
tentatively," Hill
iard told the team in
the huddle. "I didn't
want anybody back
ing off and giving
[LMU] an oppor
tunity to make the
play because they
weren't going up at
100 percent."
The players re
sponded by winning
three of the match's
final four points.
Junior middle hitter
Laurel Abrahamson's kill sealed the
match for the Tore
ros, improving them
to 13-4 overall this
season.
"It's a great
win for us," Hill
iard said. "I knew
[LMU] was going
to come out, and
they always play us
tough."
Carlson had an
other great game,
with 19 kills and 10
digs against the Li
ons. It was her 11th
double-double of
the season. Carlson
was not surprised
by either of the vic
Senior Kristen Carlson (left) and Christie Dawson block a shot in the Toreros'
tories.
"We had (both match against Pepperdine on Thursday. The Toreros defeated the 23rd-ranked
teams) at home," Waves in four games.
CSTV national poll for the in conference play on the line
Carlson said, "so
we just knew we could annihi second consecutive week. Their when they travel to the Pacific
late them. We just had to do it, highest ranking this season Northwest this week. The Tore
was no. 21, where the Toreros ros take on Portland tonight at 7
and we did it."
p.m. and face Gonzaga at 1 p.m.
Carlson was one of four To debuted.
USD puts their perfect record on Saturday afternoon.
reros that had double-digit kills
against LMU. Nyrop had 50
assists to lead the offense.
Defensively, Csaszi had an
NFL
other great match with 17 digs.
College
The true freshman has emerged
#23 Rutgers (5-0) at Navy (5- Philadelphia (4-1) at New
Orleans (4-1) Sun., 10 a.m.
as a defensive stalwart, averag
1) Sat., 10:30 a.m.
The Saints are the surprise
ing 4.5 digs per game in her last
Rutgers is ranked and 5-0
team
of the NFL, led by Drew
for the first time since 1976.
three matches.
They are the unbeaten no one Brees. With Deuce McAl
Carlson was honored both
regionally and nationally for
in the nation has heard of. The lister and Reggie Bush in the
her play in the two victories. On
Scarlet Knights are led by backfield and a strong group
tailback Ray Rice, who has of young receivers, they have
Monday, the Purcellville, Va.
806 yards and 11 touchdowns the weapons on the offensive
native was named WCC Player
this year. Rutgers' defense has side of the ball. New Orleans
of the Week. Carlson has earned
the award two weeks in a row,
been stellar too, allowing only has won many tight games al
ready, and face their toughest
10 points per game.
and three of the last four.
Carlson's 45 total kills and
Navy is coming off a big opponent yet.
Donovan McNabb and the
.337 hitting percentage in the
win over Air Force, and have a
two matches also gained atten
tough two-game stretch ahead. Eagles are soaring after last
tion from Collegiate Volleyball
After facing Rutgers, the Mid week's win. McNabb has been
Update. CVU named Carlson
shipmen host eighth-ranked one of the best quarterbacks in
their national player of the
Notre Dame. If quarterback the league so far, and one of
week.
Brian Hampton and the option his favorite targets is former
The Toreros are now in sole
offense are headed to a qual Saint Donte' Stallworth. And
possession of first place in the
ity bowl game, this is a must the Eagles defense is returning
to its 2004 form.
WCC with a 4-0 record in con
win.
ference play. USD is currently
Pick: Eagles 30, Saints 17
Pick: Navy 27, Rutgers 23
ranked 22nd in the AVCA/

Editor's Pick: Football

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

USD's Breanne Ogden hits a serve during warm-ups before the
Toreros match against Pepperdine. Ogden had a service ace in
Saturday's game against Loyola Marymount.
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USD Football wins homecoming game

Toreros crush Butler 56-3; tied with Ohio State for nation's longest winning streak
Peter Byrne
Staff Writer
Over 4,000 fans turned out
Saturday at Torero Stadium to
welcome home the University
of San Diego football team. The
Toreros showed their gratitude
by routing the University of
Butler Bulldogs 56-3.
Butler had possession of the
ball for nearly seven more min
utes than the Toreros Saturday.
This stat would suggest that the
Bulldogs controlled the game.
But in reality, the Toreros
scored quicker, engineering
seven scoring drives under
three minutes. The defense also
scored on an interception return
for a touchdown.
In contrast, the Bulldogs'
lone scoring drive took nearly
eight and a half minutes off
the clock. The end result was
a field goal.
"Our players were just bet
ter," Toreros' Head Coach Jim
Harbaugh said. "They trained
harder and it showed."
The tone of the game was
set early when junior defensive
end Eric Stern forced a Butler
fumble. That fumble was recov
ered by USD senior defensive
lineman Ryan Morgan deep in
Butler territory.
Sophomore running back
J.T. Rogan quickly capitalized
on the Butler mistake with a
seven-yard touchdown run.
Rogan's touchdown gave the
Toreros the only score they
would actually need.
Rogan finished with 10
rushes for 85 yards and two
touchdowns and earned Player

of the Game honors. Rogan
credited his blockers with his
success.
"My fullback, Jon Polk,
destroyed people out there,"
he said.
Junior quarterback Josh
Johnson rushed for 61 yards
on the ground and a touch
down. He also threw for 235
yards and three scores, and had
only one interception. John
son earned his fourth Pioneer
Football League Offensive
Player of the Week award in
six weeks.
"We came out and had a real
balanced offensive attack,"
Johnson said.
Sophomore wide receiver
Mitch Ryan led Torero receiv
ers with 63 yards on four catch
es. Fellow sophomore Ben
Hannula added 57 receiving
yards and two touchdowns.
Hannula also replaced John
son as quarterback late in the
fourth quarter. Hannula threw
for 50 yards on two-for-two
passing.
The Torero defense was just
as dominant as the offense,
holding the Bulldogs to only
160 yards compared to the To
reros' 516. Although they nar
rowly missed shutting out the
Bulldogs when Butler added
a field goal late in the fourth
quarter, the Torero defense was
nothing short of spectacular.
The defensive stars included
junior defensive back Michael
Crawford, who picked off But
ler quarterback T.J. Brown's
third quarter pass and took it
back 58 yards for the score.
Sophomore linebacker Jared
Forrester also made a huge

contribution with six tackles
for the Toreros.
USD's balance on both
sides of the ball is one of the
main reasons that they are 5-0
this season and have won 13
straight games. That streak is
tied for longest in the nation
with a little school called Ohio
State. The Toreros have been
able to build the streak by fo
cusing on every game.
"We bring a workman-like
attitude every week," Rogan
said. "We don't play the op
ponent; we try to play up to our
capability."
Despite being tied for the
longest winning streak in the
nation and having outscored
their opponents 217-51, the
Toreros were unranked two
weeks ago. That changed when
the Toreros entered The Sports
Network's I-AA top-25 poll at
no. 25 last week. This week, the
Toreros have moved up four
spots in TSN's poll to no. 21.
In addition, the Toreros hold
the 11th spot in I-AA in Don
Hansen's Football Weekly
Gazette Top-40 poll. USD is
also ranked 79th in this week's
Sagarin Power Rankings.
In these rankings for both
I-A and I-AA schools, the
Toreros are ranked 17th in all
of I-AA. In addition, they are
ahead of I-A schools such as
Fresno State, Virginia and San
Diego State.
"Our schedule isn't difficult
enough for us to garner much
national attention," Rogan said.
"We've just got to keep winning
and hope that the teams we play
beat the teams they play."
Harbaugh believes that this •

USD sophomore wide receiver
Butler defender. Hannula had fi\
touchdowns.

sn Hannula gets upended by a
receptions for 57 yards and two

latest victory should resonate
with voters this week. "People
like streaks," he said. "Hope
fully we'll get some more
votes."

The Toreros look to extend
their school-best winning streak
to 14 games when they take on
Valparaiso at Torero Stadium
this Saturday at 7 p.m.

Peter Byrne
Staff Writer
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Toreros' junior quarterback Josh Johnson scrambles away from a pair of Butler defenders. Johnson
rushed for 56 yards and one touchdown in USD's 56-3 homecoming win on Saturday. He also threw
for 235 yards and three touchdowns. The Toreros' win was their 13th in a row, setting a school record
for consecutive victories.

USD men's soccer falls to
24th-ranked Dons
The Toreros fell to no. 24
San Francisco on Sunday, 21. USD (7-4-0, 2-3-0 WCC)
scored the game's first goal
early in the second half. Se
nior forward Ryan Guy put
the Toreros on top 1-0 when
he scored off of a rebound in
the 50th minute.
The Dons (9-3-1, 4-2-0
WCC) tied the game shortly
after, when junior forward
Ardalan Attar capitalized on
a loose ball in the goal box
in the 53rd minute. They then
took the lead when junior
defender Rob Valentino as
sisted junior forward Brandon
McDonald's goal in the 58th
minute.
In the loss, the Toreros put
13 shots on net, compared to
the Dons' nine. Each team had
10 fouls and each received

a yellow card. The Toreros
return to action Thursday at
Loyola Marymount, looking
to end a three-match losing
streak.
Torero women's soccer loses
WCC opener
The USD women's soccer
team lost their WCC opener at
no. 3 Santa Clara on Sunday.
The Broncos (11-2-0, 1-0-0
WCC) scored the game's first
goal in the 77th minute. Junior
midfielder Brittany Klein
scored off of fellow junior
midfielder Jordan Angeli's
assist. The Broncos then iced
the game in the 88th minute
with sophomore midfielder
Amanda Poach's goal.
Freshman midfielder Hallie
Huston, who recorded two
shots, led the Toreros (8-5-0,
0-1-0 WCC). USD sophomore
goalkeeper Brittany Cameron
tallied four saves in the loss.
The Toreros look for their first
WCC victory when they take
on Pepperdine on Friday.
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Five years free checking for USD students*

You're rea# to establish your financial freedom, The Batik of America On Campus* program
gives you what you need to hank the way you want — anytime, anywhere,
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